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Subject: ServicePartnershipwitllStatesin theDevelopmentandImplementationof
ComprehensiveWildlife ConservationPlans

As aresultofCongressionalAppropriationslanguage,Statefish andwildlife agencies
mustdevelopandimplementComprehensiveWildlife ConservationPlans(CWCP)by
October1, 2005. TheServicehasbeenworkingwith the States,theInternational
AssociationofFishandWildlife Agencies(IAFWA) andinterestedorganizationsto
provideCWCP guidanceduring thepast2 years.

At therequestoftheIAFWA, theServiceis establishingDevelopmentAssistanceTeams
in eachRegionandforming aNationalAdvisoryAcceptanceTeam,whichwill ensure
theCWCP meetthestandards,establishedby CongressandourSecretary.

TheAssistantRegionalDirectors(ARD) for Migratory Birds andStateProgramswill
leadtheDevelopmentAssistanceTeams.TheTeamswill consistoftwo subgroups.One
will focuson ‘process-related’questionsfrom theStatesandtheothersubgroupwill
involve all ofourDivisionsandwill tackle‘content-related’queriesfrom the States
regardinginformationor expertisethatresideswithin the Servicethat canstrengthen
StateCWCP’s.

Additionally, theNationalAdvisoryAcceptanceTeamwill haveaquality control
functionandwill ensurethat all StateCWCPcontaintheeight essentialelements
requiredby CongressandtheStateWildlife Grantprogramlegislation. Themembersof
this Teamwill includetheAssistantDirectorfor MigratoryBirds and StatePrograms;all
ARDs for Migratory Birds andStatePrograms;an IAFWA representative,anda State
agencystaffrepresentingeachof thefourRegionalfish andwildlife associations.
We anticipatethis learnwill beginto functionthis spring.

I his is a trernerndousoppportinuityto facilitatepartnershipswith our Statecounterparts
andto ieachourcommonconservationgoals.
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