
Trout or Salmon?

Salmon and trout are closely related, which makes them very difficult to tell apart. Coloration
can be identical in juveniles, and confusing in adults. Careful examination of both the mouth
and the tail helps to tell the difference.

For information about fishing regulations, contact your state fish and wildlife agency.

Juvenile Salmon vs. Trout
Coloration can be identical.

Salmon
Forked tail

Little smile (salmon mouth does not extend past eye)

Trout
Tail not forked

Big smile (trout mouth usually extends past the eye)

Adult Salmon vs. Brown Trout
 These features also work for other species of trout.

Salmon

Little smile (salmon mouth does not extend past eye)

Trout

Big smile (trout mouth usually extends past the eye)
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