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CHAPTER 1.  PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION 
 
1.1  Introduction 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is the primary Federal agency responsible 
for conserving and enhancing the nation’s fish and wildlife populations and their habitats.  
Although the Service shares this responsibility with other Federal, state, tribal, local, and 
private entities, the Service has specific trust responsibilities for migratory birds, 
federally-listed threatened and endangered species, and certain anadromous fish and 
marine mammals.  Service efforts over the last 100 years to protect wildlife and their 
habitat have resulted in a network of protected areas that form the National Wildlife 
Refuge System (Refuge System).  This network of protected areas is the largest and most 
diverse in the world.  Refuge System lands provide essential habitat for numerous 
wildlife species, wildlife-dependent recreational opportunities for the public, and a 
variety of benefits to local communities. 
 
1.2  Proposed Action 
  
The Service proposes to expand the Kilauea Point National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge), 
located in Kaua‘i County, Hawai‘i.  In this draft Land Conservation Plan/Environmental 
Assessment (LCP/EA), the Service describes the purpose and need for protecting the 
wildlife and habitat associated with the proposed Refuge expansion, and analyzes the 
consequences of a range of alternatives for Refuge expansion.  This document was 
prepared in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).  
 
1.3  Need for Action  
 
Congress authorized the Service to expand the Refuge with up to 234 acres on five 
specific parcels by donation, purchase with donated or appropriated funds, or exchange 
under the Kilauea Point National Wildlife Refuge Expansion Act of 2004 (see Appendix 
A).  The current approved Refuge boundary includes 203 acres. 
 
The Refuge expansion would protect high quality coastal and lowland areas (wetlands, 
coastal strand, aquatic habitats, and their associated uplands) in perpetuity.  Protection 
and management of these areas would allow the Service to contribute to the recovery of 
endangered or threatened species and to support other native plants and animals.  The 
lands identified for addition to the Refuge include sea bluffs to the east and west of the 
Refuge, coastal dunes, the Kilauea estuary located both to the east and south, wetlands, 
grasslands, and riparian woodlands associated with the Kilauea Stream and Kilauea Falls 
in the Kilauea River valley, near the town of Kilauea on the north shore of the Island of 
Kauai (see Figure 1). 
 
 
 
 














































































































































