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Roy Lowe, Oregon Coast National Wildlife Refuge Complex Manager, is Named Recipient 

of 2006 Take Pride in America®  
National Award  

 
Michelle Cangelosi, Executive Director of Take Pride in America, announced today that Roy 
Lowe, Manager of the Oregon Coast National Wildlife Refuge Complex, is one of six recipients 
of the 2006 Take Pride in America National Award for Federal Land Managers.  The Refuge 
Complex includes the Oregon Islands, Cape Meares, Three Arch Rocks, Nestucca Bay, Siletz 
Bay and Bandon Marsh refuges that span 320 miles of Oregon's rugged coastline. Presented 
annually, Take Pride in America’s national awards recognize outstanding volunteer projects and 
efforts in a variety of categories. Today’s awardees represent the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
USDA Forest Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of 
Reclamation and National Park Service.  They are honored for their innovative and creative 
approaches to using volunteers and growing their volunteer programs. 
 
“These land managers demonstrate a keen ability to connect those who are willing to volunteer 
their time and efforts with projects that fulfill the needs of their local public lands sites,” said 
Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne.  “Through the successful management of volunteer 
resources, citizens are not only learning to care for their lands, but also realizing the impact their 
volunteerism has on their community.” 
 
As the manager of Oregon Coastal National Wildlife Refuge, Roy Lowe oversees six refuges, a 
full-time staff of seven, three Friends groups and partnerships too numerous to count.  Roy's 
commitment to the conservation of natural resources has reaped dividends in the form of a 
proactive and visionary land protection program on the Oregon Coast.  By carefully nurturing 
these partnerships, Roy helped acquire exceptional parcels of land with unique resources, as well 
as lay a foundation with critical refuge allies for long-term restoration efforts on these lands.  
Through his involvement and encouragement, Roy has secured these Friends groups as a vital 
link between the refuge and the community. 
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“It‘s an honor to be recognized, and I want to emphasize that this award is a reflection of the 
successful efforts of my staff and the many volunteers, partners and Friends groups that support 
the six refuges along the Oregon Coast,” Lowe said.  “As evidence of the commitment and 
support that we receive, nearly 300 volunteers logged more than 12,000 hours during the last 12-
month period.  Together, with volunteers, partners and Friends groups, we are seeing amazing 
accomplishments in conserving the Oregon Coast’s fish, wildlife and plants.” 
 
A list of contributing organizations and key individuals is provided below. 
 
“I am pleased to recognize these federal employees who actively engage communities in caring 
for our public lands,” Cangelosi said.  “By supporting the volunteer program at their site and 
creating new opportunities for people to become involved, they support the mission of Take 
Pride.” 
 
Take Pride in America, an initiative within the U.S. Department of the Interior, is a nationwide 
partnership program which inspires Americans to volunteer in caring for their public lands.  
Their goal is to instill an active sense of ownership and responsibility in every citizen for 
natural, cultural and historic resources, and to support and recognize the efforts of those who 
volunteer for public lands.  Through a web-based search engine, Take Pride offers a database 
for short-term and long-term volunteer projects on public lands, as well as assistance for project 
planning.  Additionally, Take Pride rewards exceptional volunteer service by individuals and 
groups with awards and appreciation certificates.  For more information, visit 
ww.TakePride.gov. 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal federal agency responsible for conserving, 
protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of 
the American people. The Service manages the 95-million-acre National Wildlife Refuge System, 
which encompasses 545 national wildlife refuges, thousands of small wetlands and other special 
management areas. It also operates 69 national fish hatcheries, 64 fishery resources offices and 
81 ecological services field stations. The agency enforces federal wildlife laws, administers the 
Endangered Species Act, manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant 
fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, and helps foreign and Native 
American tribal governments with their conservation efforts. It also oversees the Federal 
Assistance program, which distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in excise taxes on fishing 
and hunting equipment to state fish and wildlife agencies. 

 
 

 
 
Contributing Partner Organizations and Key Individuals Recognized as Supporting the 
Take Pride in America National Award to Roy Lowe, Manager, Oregon Coast National 
Wildlife Refuge Complex  
 
Audubon Society of Lincoln City 
Bandon School District 
Birding and Blues Foundation 
BLM (Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area) 
Cape Arago Audubon Society 
Confederated Tribes of Siletz 
Coquille Indian Tribe 
Ducks Unlimited 



Haystack Rock Awareness Program 
Friends of Haystack Rock 
Friends of Cape Meares Lighthouse and Wildlife Refuge 
Jane Goodall Environmental Middle School 
Lincoln County School District 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
Nestucca Connections 
Nestucca/Neskowin Watershed Council 
Northwest Service Academy/AmeriCorps 
Oregon Coast Visitors Association 
Oregon Field Ornithologists 
Oregon Institute of Marine Biology 
Oregon State University Mark O. Hatfield Marine Science Center 
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
Oregon Wildlife Heritage Foundation  
Oregon Youth Authority Camp Tillamook 
Pacific Coast Joint Venture 
Portland Audubon Society 
Shoreline Education for Awareness/ Friends of Southern Oregon Coastal Refuges 
South Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve 
Southern Oregon University 
James H. Stanard Foundation 
The Nature Conservancy 
The Wetlands Conservancy 
Tillamook Estuaries Partnership 
University of Portland 
 
Individuals:  
Amanda Gladics, Sylvia Graham, and Amy Kocourek, Northwest Service Academy/AmeriCorps  
Chuck and Kay Homme, Resident volunteers at Bandon Marsh NWR 
Don Ivy, Coquille Indian Tribe 
Esther Lev, The Wetlands Conservancy  
Matt Love, Resident volunteer at Nestucca Bay NWR, and Oregon Youth Authority liaison and  
project coordinator 
Cathy McDonald, The Nature Conservancy  
Tom and Gretel Oxwang, Friends of Haystack Rock 
Shelley Parker, Haystack Rock Awareness Program  
Bill and Joan Russell, Shoreline Education for Awareness/ Friends of Southern Oregon Coastal 
Refuges 
Bruce Taylor, Pacific Coast Joint Venture  
Stan Van deWetering, Confederated Tribes of Siletz 
 
Oregon Coast NRWC Staff: 
Dawn Grafe, Lead volunteer recruitment and management, all areas and programs  
David Ledig, Volunteer program on the south coast 
David Pitkin, Volunteer recruitment and coordination of partners for tidal marsh restoration, 
archaeological investigations and biological and monitoring 


