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Most importantly, the study presents 
Alternative B, the Service’s proposed 
action, which we determined would 
best fulfill the intent of the Act and the 
potential refuge purposes, vision, and 
goals. In addition, two other reasonable 
alternatives were evaluated. 

Description of the Alternatives
Alternatives describe different 
management approaches for achieving 
the missions of the Service and Refuge 
System, the purposes for which a 
refuge might be established, and its 
vision and goals, while responding to 
issues and opportunities identified 
during the planning process. We 
considered a number of alternatives, 
but chose to formally develop the three 
described below.

Alternative A. No Refuge
This is the No Action alternative 
required by NEPA and serves as a 
baseline to which other alternatives 
are compared. In this alternative, 
there would be no new refuge and 
no designated acquisition boundary. 
Habitat protection and management 
would continue to be done by existing 
organizations and government 
programs.

Currently there are 6,313 acres of lands 
protected by agricultural easements, 
private conservation organizations, 
and municipal, state, and federal 
ownerships within Cherry Valley. Of 
these, 4,811 acres contain 12 of the 
defined Cherry Valley ecosystems.  

There would be no new opportunities 
for refuge-based, wildlife-dependent 
public uses, partnerships, or scientific 
research. 

Alternative B. 
Diverse Habitat Complex
This is the Service’s proposed action. 
It proposes an acquisition boundary to 
include up to 20,466 acres containing 
portions of 13 of the valley and ridge’s 
defined ecosystems. Protection of lands 
would be accomplished through fee 
title (about 50 percent of the acres) 
and conservation easements (about 

50 percent of the acres) from willing 
landowners.

This alternative would provide 
protection for more extensive habitat 
areas than the other alternatives, and 
would better enable the Service to 
meet the needs of both rare and more 
common species of wildlife.

It would offer more substantial 
opportunities for compatible public 
uses than either Alternative A or C, 
and would also enable refuge-based 
partnerships and scientific research. 
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The prairie warbler is on the Partners 
in Flight Watch List as a species of high 
continental concern. Habitat protection in 
Cherry Valley can contribute to rangewide 
conservation objectives where it is found.

Represented by Members of Congress
Senator Arlen Specter (R)
Senator Robert P. Casey, Jr. (D)
Rep. Paul Kanjorski (D-11th)
Rep. Charles Dent (R-15th)

Planning Update
We are pleased to announce that 
the Cherry Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge Draft Feasibility Study and 
Environmental Assessment (Draft 
Study/EA) is now complete and 
available for public comment.

As you may recall from our public 
meetings in March 2008, the Cherry 
Valley Study Team has been developing 
the Draft Study/EA, as directed by 
the Cherry Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge Study Act (Act) of 2006. The 
Act directs the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service), which administers 
the National Wildlife Refuge System 
(Refuge System), to evaluate the 
biological values of natural communities 
within the valley to determine if the 
area merits protection as a refuge.

Details about the Draft Study/EA
The Draft Study/EA presents the 
purposes, vision, and goals of the 
proposed refuge, if approved by 
the Director of the Service. It also 
presents a detailed description of the 
physical, biological, and socioeconomic 
environment within which the study 
takes place, thus defining the area that 
may be affected by establishing a new 
refuge. 
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The northeastern bulrush, which can be 
found in Cherry Valley, was the second 
Pennsylvania plant to be federally listed as 
endangered. 

Upcoming Public Meetings

Wednesday, November 19, 2008
Christ Hamilton Church

Thursday, November 20, 2008
Stroudsmoor Country Inn

Meeting Format

4:00 - 6:00 pm 
Informal open house and  

public information session

7:00 - 9:00 pm 
Brief presentations by the Service  

and The Nature Conservancy 
followed by Q&A period

Both locations are fully accessible

(directions on reverse side)
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For more information or to request a 
copy of the document, contact
Carl Melberg, Refuge Planner 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
73 Weir Hill Rd. 
Sudbury, MA 01776 
978/443 4661 x 32 
978/443 2898 fax 
northeastplanning@fws.gov 
(please include “Cherry Valley” 
in the subject line of your email)

Federal Relay Service for the deaf and 
hard-of-hearing: 1 800/877 8339

Directions to Meeting Locations

• Wednesday, November 19, 2008 •

Christ Hamilton Church 
RD 4 Box 4293, Bossardsville Road 
Saylorsburg, PA 
570/992 4085

From the North
Take Route 80 to Route 33 S (exit 302). 
Take the second Snydersville exit. Go right 
at the end of the ramp onto Manor Drive. 
Then follow directions in italics below.

From the East
Take Route 80 W to 209 S (exit 304). Take 
the 3rd exit (Snydersville). Go right at the 
end of the ramp onto Manor Drive. Then 
follow directions in italics below. 

From the South
Take Route 22 to Route 33N to the 
Snydersville exit. Go left at the end of 
the ramp onto Manor Drive. Then follow 
directions in italics below.

Turn left at the next stop sign onto 
Middle Easton-Belmont Pike. Follow 
Middle Easton-Belmont Pike for 2.5 miles 
(becomes Bossardsville Road). The church 
is stone, on the left with parking on the 
right.

From the West
Take Business Route 209N to Sciota 
Exit. Go left at the end of the ramp onto 
Hamilton South Road and then make the 
next right onto Bossardsville Road. Go 8/10 
of a mile to a stop sign. Turn right at stop 
sign and go 8/10 of a mile to the church. 
The church is stone, on the left with 
parking on the right.

• Thursday, November 20, 2008 •

Stroudsmoor Country Inn 
Ridgecrest Event Facility 
RD 4 Stroudsmoor Road 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
570/421 6431

From Route 80 West
Take exit 307 (Broad Street and PA Route 
191). Turn left onto PA 191 South. Travel 
1 mile and turn right onto Stroudsmoor 
Road. Follow directions below.

From Route 80 East
Take exit 307 (Park Avenue and Route 611). 
Turn right onto Route 611 South. Travel 
0.5 miles and turn right onto PA Route 191 
South. Turn right onto Stroudsmoor Road. 
Follow directions below.

After the gate take the first left and follow 
the signs for Ridgecrest. The road will 
go up a hill and turn to the right. The 
Ridgecrest Event Facility is located at the 
far end of the parking lot.

Alternative C. 
Wetlands and Ridge Forests 
This alternative proposes an 
acquisition boundary of up to 14,124 
acres containing portions of 12 of the 
valley and ridge’s defined ecosystems.  
Protection of lands would be done 
through fee title (about 65 percent of 
the acres) and conservation easements 
(about 35 percent of the acres) from 
willing landowners.

It would offer opportunities for wildlife 
management, compatible public 
uses, along with new refuge-based 
partnerships and scientific research, 
although these opportunities would be 
less than those for Alternative B.

Public Review and Comment
The Service is hosting two additional 
public meetings as part of the study 
(see inset for details). These meetings 
offer opportunities for interested 
individuals and organizations to learn 
more about the project and to voice 
their opinions.

Comments may be submitted in person 
at our public meetings, or by regular 
mail, email, or fax to the contact 
location provided below.

The official 30-day public comment 
period will close on December 5, 2008.

A summary of comments and the 
Service’s responses will be included as 
an appendix in the Final EA.

How to Obtain a Copy
The Draft Study/EA is available on 
our website at http://www.fws.gov/
northeast/planning/Cherry%20Valley/
lcphome.html. Please be patient with 
the online version; its numerous maps 
and photos can slow some computers.

To request the document in print or 
on CD, contact Carl Melberg, Refuge 
Planner, at the address below.

Proposed Refuge Goals

Goals were developed early in the 
planning process to help focus 
thinking about management actions. 
Goals describe the desired future 
condition of the refuge and provide a 
framework for writing objectives.

1.  Protect and enhance habitats for 
federal trust species and species of 
management concern, with special 
emphasis on migratory birds and 
species listed under the Endangered 
Species Act, along with protection of 
wetlands and the Kittatinny Ridge.

2.  Create opportunities for hunting, 
fishing, wildlife observation, nature 
photography, environmental 
education and interpretation, while 
promoting activities that complement 
the purposes of the refuge and other 
protected lands in the region.

3.  Promote science, education, and 
research through partnerships to 
inform land management decisions 
and encourage continued responsible 
stewardship of the natural resources 
of Cherry Valley.

Establishing the proposed refuge in Cherry 
Valley would secure cave and tree habitats 
that are important to the recovery of the 
federally listed, endangered Indiana bat.
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Cherry Creek likely has a naturally 
reproducing population of eastern brook 
trout that can be protected and managed by 
establishing the proposed refuge.


