
21 And The Winners Are . . . !

The Nature of Learning, the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service’s “outdoor 
classroom-,” experience-based 
environmental education program, 
consistently seeks to connect 
children with nature. One of the most 
important goals of The Nature of 
Learning is to build environmental 
awareness into all aspects of the 
partner schools’ curricula. So when the 
New Jersey Field Office began to plan 
this issue on environmental education, 
we realized it offered us a wonderful 
opportunity to integrate ecology with 
the arts at Stafford Intermediate, 
then our Nature of Learning school. 
We decided to sponsor a contest for 

First Place Winners in The Nature of 
Learning Art Contest

student essays, pictures, and poems 
on environmental themes and publish 
the first place entries in each category 
in Field Notes. Through Hooked On 
Fishing—Not On Drugs, a program 
(sponsored by the Future Fisherman 
Foundation) in which Stafford 
fifth-graders participate each May, 
students are taken to nearby Lake 
Manahawkin, where they are given 
instruction and practice in the skills 
of angling. The Art Contest in May 
2006 encouraged students to reflect on 
their experiences through drawing or 
writing poetry or essays.

At the end of the school year, the 
New Jersey Field Office’s Nature 
of Learning program presented 
awards to the students winning 
first, second and third place and 
honorable mention in each of the 
three categories. (An article and a 
picture of the presentation may be 
viewed on our website, http://www.
fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice.) These 
pages proudly present the first-prize-
winning drawing, essay, and poem of 
our contest.

The Nature of Learning’s lead teacher, Ms. Cathy 
O’Leary (left), and the NJFO’s James Cramer 
(right),with the award winners from Stafford Town-
ship Intermediate School Nature of Learning 
program in Manahawkin, New Jersey.
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Stafford Township Intermediate School
Stafford Township, Ocean County, New Jersey
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own natural community. Teachers and 
classroom volunteers are particularly 
key to this coalition. Other critical 
partners include the Connecticut 
River Salmon Association, Trout 
Unlimited, the Southern Vermont 
Natural History Museum, and 
the natural resource agencies of 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, and Vermont. 

The students and their parents assist 
in stocking millions of Atlantic salmon 
in rivers throughout the Connecticut 
River watershed, including those 
reared in their own classroom. The 
students learn about the fisheries 
program and then implement what 
they’ve learned by involving the 
community through writing letters 
to the editor of their local papers, 
hosting Congressional visits in their 
schools, organizing stream clean-
ups, evaluating the health of their 
own rivers, and becoming protective 
guardians of the aquatic habitat in 
their communities.

All this effort is in a very good 
cause. Flowing some 410 miles from 
its headwaters at the Canadian 
border to Long Island Sound, 
the Connecticut River forms the 
backbone of the largest river 
ecosystem in New England. By the 
mid-Twentieth Century, damming 
and industrial dumping earned it 
common designation as “the nation’s 
best-landscaped sewer.” Now Atlantic 
salmon, long extirpated from the 
system by the dams, are returning, 
thanks to a cooperative effort that 
includes hatchery releases of salmon 
and a series of fish ladders allowing 
migratory passage once again within 
a watershed that is slowly being 

restored to health. The Salmon-in-
the-Schools program is helping to 
shape a generation of citizens who 
will care for the Connecticut River as 
one of America’s invaluable natural 
resources.

Atlantic salmon in a typical habitat setting.
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For more information on the Atlantic 
Salmon Egg Rearing program, the 
environmental education program in 
western Massachusetts, check the 
website:  http://www.fws.gov/r5crc/
salmon/workbook/index.htm.




