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BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE TECHNICIAN (WILDLIFE) OPPORTUNITY

Duty Location:  Cape May National Wildlife Refuge, New Jersey
Series & Grade: GS-0404-05 ($15.12/hour) - Housing is not provided

    Dates:  June - August 2008, start and end dates are flexible; position is full-time/temporary
Applications must be received by April 25, 2008.

	Send cover letter, resume, *copy of transcript, and two references to:  
	Attn. Bio Tech Opportunity
Cape May National Wildlife Refuge
24 Kimbles Beach Road

Cape May Court House, NJ  08210 
Or email entire package to: capemay@fws.gov


*If applicant is selected for appointment, an official copy of the student's transcript and a statement from the Registrar's Office noting that the student is at least a half-time or full-time student enrolled in a degree program will be required.
Work Description:  The person selected for this position will work as an assistant to the refuge biologist and function as a biological technician.  The technician will assist with invasive plant species control (including chemical control), bird surveys (shorebird, marshbird, grassland, and beach nesting birds), GIS, data collection using a GPS, and data entry.  Although work will be conducted primarily at Cape May NWR, the technician may travel to Supawna Meadows NWR to assist with habitat management at this refuge.  Other duties may include educating the public about shorebirds, trail maintenance, and environmental education programs.  Some weekend, early morning, and late evening work will be required. 
Requirements:  To be eligible, a student must be:  At least 16 years old, a U.S. citizen, enrolled in a degree program, and at least a half-time student.  The status as a half-time/full-time student must continue throughout the student's participation in the program.  Applicants must be pursuing a bachelor’s or higher degree in the biological sciences or a related field.  Applicants must be in good physical condition, capable of working outdoors daily in hot and humid weather with ticks and biting insects, and able to work independently, as well as with others.  Applicants must have a valid driver’s license.  Plant and wildlife identification skills are desirable, but not required.  Familiarity with Geographic Information Systems and the ability to use Windows XP compatible software are desirable, but not required.
About the Refuge:  Cape May National Wildlife Refuge is located on the southern New Jersey peninsula between the Delaware Bay and Atlantic Ocean in Cape May County, NJ.  The 11,500-acre refuge consists of forested uplands and wetlands, tidal marsh, scrub/shrub, field, beach, and maritime forest.  Bald eagles and piping plover nest on the refuge.  The refuge has Atlantic white cedar stands, horseshoe crab spawning viewing in spring, and a barrier beach used by thousands of shorebirds during migration.  Refuge woodlands are home to a great diversity of plant and animal species, including a variety of reptiles and amphibians found in vernal pools and forested wetlands.  Refuge management is focused on protecting and enhancing high quality habitat for migratory birds.  The primary management activities are invasive species control and setting back succession in refuge uplands to provide a variety of habitats including grasslands and scrub/shrub habitat.  
For more information, view the website at www.fws.gov/northeast/capemay or call 609/463-0994.
