






Site prior to hydrology restoration.

Restoration site after 80 ditch plugs were
installed to restore the wetland hydrology.

Accomplishments

Accomplishments in the Partners for Fish and Wildlife
Program in Virginia have built from 35 acres of
wetlands and 2 miles of stream in the first year, to
over 1,000 acres of wetlands and 35 miles of stream
per year.  Bottomland hardwood reforestation is an
important component of our wetland restoration
efforts.  We are currently planting 300,000 trees per
year in hydric soils, 2 million planned by 2004 over a
four State region.

One of our largest individual projects involved
restoring 65 acres of emergent marsh and plugging 6
miles of drainage ditches to restore forested wetlands
on 2,600 acres adjacent to the Potomac River, an
American Heritage River.  The completed project
restored the hydrology to forested wetlands inhabited
by nesting and roosting bald eagles.

Future Needs

i   Restore 10,000 acres of forested wetlands in the
coastal plain. 

i   Restore 3,500 acres of tidal marsh to benefit
interjurisdictional fishes, shellfish, and crabs.

i   Restore 500 miles of riparian habitat in the Upper
Tennessee River, Roanoke River, and James River
watersheds to improver water quality for the 24
federally listed fish and mussel species that inhabit
these rivers, and to enhance the James River bald
eagle concentration area.
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