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NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES HOST TO NEARLY SEVEN MILLION VISITORS 

Vhe sign of the flying goose%- the emblem of the National Wildlife Refuges-- 

attracted a record-breaking total of 6,974,&7 recreation-seeking visitors in 

1955, Aoting Secretary of the Interior Clarence A. Davis announced today. , 
This represents an increase of 1,772,187 visitor-days* use over 1954's,record 

of 5,202,260. 

Spart fishing was the lure for 2,677,452 of the refuge visitors, Some type 

of hunting, including archery, was provided on 63 refuges for 406,219 persons. 

Picnicking, swirmning, boating, photography, and nature study were the 
principal categories into which the remaining 3,890,776 visitors were classified. 

While public use on most refuges reflected an increase in 1955, drouth condi- 
tions during part of the year on areaa in the Great Plains States showed some 
decrease in fishing and other water uses. 

The Uichita Mountain8 Wildlife Refuge in southwest Oklahoma and the Crab 
Orchard National Wildlife Refuge- in southern Illinois again led the list of indi- 
vidual areas having the greatest amount of public use. In 1955 the Wichita Refuge 
had 873,297 visitors compared with 852,316 in 1954. Crab Orchard recorded 925,900 
visitors in 1955, against 864,300 in the previous year. 

The Upper Mississippi River Wildlife and Fish Refuge, which is actually a 
series of 11 units, recorded a total of 1,388,040 persons in 1955. F+ublic we 
included 805,985 persons for fishing end 114,380 visitor-days of hunting, or 
nearly one-third of the hunting on all refuges combined. This refuge extends 
284 miles from Wabasha, Minn., to Rock Island, Ill., and flow includes 214,017 
acres in five states. 

Public uae on the 65,OOG-aare Kentucky Woodlands National Wildlife RsfUge,'~ 
in western Kentucky, soared from 36,255 to 335,743 in 1935. This Federal refuge, 
near one of the more popular State parks, attracts a steady throng of tourists and 
fishermen as the result of State efforts to expand the touriet businese. Approxi- 

- mately 802,000 persons used Kentucky xake facilities for camping and fishing during 
the past season. A high percentage of the fishing occurred on refuge waters. 



Other refuges reporting a marked Increase in pubUc use during 1955 'wire 
PowdoininMontana, Hart Mountain inOregon, Tule LsJceinCalifornia, Hagermanin 
Texas, Salt Plainsin Cklahom, Fort Niobrara in Nebraska, Horicoa in Wisconsin, 
Mingo inMissouri, NorthPlatte in Nebraska, &an Iskein~Miasouri, Laciissinein 
frruisiana, ~~tcheeinFLorlds,~ttamuslkeetin NorthCarolQm, Noxubeein 
Mississippi, Sanibel and the Florida Islands in Florida, and Parker River in 
Massadxusetts. 

As an important part of its over-all program, the Fish and Wildlife Service 
administers a system of national wildlife refuges in the continental United 
states, Almdca, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico, These refuges are managsd on a multiple- 
we basis, insofar as this oan be accomplished without defeating the primary 
objeotive for tiich each was established. This has permitted increased public 
use of refuges for reoreational purposes. 

In the broadest sense, these refuges me&e their greatest contribnxtion to the 
Nation's recreation in the production and protsction of wildlife, particularly 
migratory waterfowl, in order to insure the perpetuation of the sport of wild- 
fowling for sevqral x4l4on hunters. Themors tangible contributions the refuges 
make to recreation are the fncilities available for fishing, csmping, boating, 
picnicking, photography, nature study,,and related uses. 

On vitiually all refuges, except during peri& of waterfowl concentration, 
fishing is permitted in accordance with State laws and regulk$tions. On a few 
refUges,whichare largeenoughto acconmux3atelimitedhunting,the Se&e, in 
booperation with State Conservation Departments, has permitted public shooting 
on sm3.l portions of the areas. / 

Recreational fagilities have been established, developed, and maintained on 
numerous refuge areas. Cn areas ach lend thsmsslves to recreational uses 
without involved develo~nt and construction, the facilities ars provided by the 
SWVICS. On others, the recreat$on fac#lties are developed and operated either 
in cooperation with local governmental or civic groups or by commercial 
conoessioners. 
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