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SUPPLY VARIES BUT FISH ARE AVCMBLE 

If the American housewife fails to find oannsd salmon on her groom's shelvss 
at any time during 1956, she will f'iad plenty of fish sticks in the freesers, the 
wrcial Msheries Outlook for the first quarter of 19% indicates. 

This publication whioh is issued quarterly by the Fish and Mildlife Service 
shows also that the Maine sardine paak ia the lowest it has been in fifteen years 
but that the tuna supply is ample-and that while cod and haddook fillets, halibut, 
suordfish~ shrimp, salt herring and some fmrh-water fish supplies are well below 
the five-year nverags, there axe planty sf flmnder fillets, uhiting, and spiny 
lobster tails. ~sothatsome of those axmy find oanned aahm sbrt might 
want to settle on smoked salmon, of which there probably will be plenty in the 
larger cities. 

All of this would indicate a generally steady market for most of the major 
fishery products with slight price increases for the items tiich are in short 
supply; 

!Che salmon pack for 1955 ubs exceptionally small, both in American and 
British Columbia fisheries. One result of this small pack is that the packers 
report that already 95 percent of their 1955.output has gone into ahannels of 
trade. The Alaskan am&on pack for 1955 was 2,385,OOO standard eases, '710,000 
cases below the 1954 output. British Collmrbia canners produced 1,40&000 cases, 
or 304,000 cases below the 1954 mark. 

Shrimp prices which advanced rather umxpectedly during the autma months 
will continue high through Imt. Hurricanes interfered with shrimping in the Gulf 
of Mexioo during the fall months, resulting in a deolining catch. Hth the short 
supply, many buyers apparently entered the market sinualteneously with a resulting 
rise in prioes. Scaebuyarnsistan~e uas noted late inBeoe&erbutsime 
holdings will probably not inomase this quarter, prices will continue at a high 
lWi31. 

UhiletheMaine sardine pack took a sharp drop during the year, the California 
paok showed an inurease but the strong export demand which is in evidenoe enhanoes 
marketing prospecta for the CalifozMa produot. 

?hrriaanas alaohft the oyster industryduringths pa&two years and ths 
supplies this season will kr Light. The nmrket is strong and prig08 will he 
higher than thay uem B yew ago. 
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Because of bad weather in the alosing days of the halibut season in the 
Eacific, the oatoh UBS down 33 million pounds. Storage holdings are dovn five 

) sd.llion pounds. All of which seems to indicate that there will be an increase 
in halibut prices. 

daterha I&I experience its usual midvinter lull in fresh-water fish produa- 
tion, but imports from Canada are sxpeoted to follow their usual high midwinter 
pattern. 

Prices on cod, haddock and ocean perch fillets will rise slightly and then 
steady. 

But America's neuest fish morsel, the fish stick, is stupping into a lot of 
Production for the first nine months of 1955 was up 45 pement above the 

E*period in 1954. Supplies at present are ample and the prices are acmpetitive. 
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