


The recommendations for desert tortoise critical habitat in the Recovery Plan include
elimination of specified activities that are incompatible with desert tortoise conservation
including habitat destruction that diminishes the capacity of the land to support desert
tortoises, and grazing by livestock, and feral burros and horses. Since approval of the
Recovery Plan, livestock grazing in desert tortoise critical habitat has been substantially
reduced. BLM and NPS manage for zero burros in Nevada and the California Desert
Managers Group developed a burro management plan in 2004,
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Table 2. Desert Tortoise CHUs, DWMAS, and Recovery Units- Size and Location

CHU SIZE (ac) | STATE | DWMA RECOVERY UNIT
Chemechuevi 937,400 CA Chemehuevi Northern Colorado
Chuckwalla 1,020,600 CA Chuckwalla Eastern Colorado
Fremont-Kramer 518,000 CA Fremont-Kramer Western Mojave
Ivanpah Valley 632,400 CA [vanpah Valley Lastern Mojave
Pinto Mtns. 171,700 CA Joshua Tree Western Mojave/
Eastern Colorado
Ord-Rodman 253,200 CA Ord-Rodman Western Mojave
Piute-Eldorado- CA | 453,800 CA Fenner Eastern Mojave
Piute-Eldorado- NV 1 516,800 NV Piute-Eldorado Northeastern & Eastern
Mojave
Superior-Cronese 766,900 CA Superior-Cronese Western Mojave
Lakes
Beaver Dam: 87,400 NV Beaver Dam Northeastern Mojave
74,500 UT Beaver Dam (@b
42,700 AZ Beaver Dam
Gold Buite-Pakoon | 192,300 NV Gold Butte-Pakoon Northeastern Mojave
296,000 AZ Gold Butte-Pakoon @b
Mormon Mesa 427.900 NV Mormon Mesa Northeastern Mojave
Coyote Spring
Upper Virgin River | 54,600 uT Upper Virgin River Upper Virgin River
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The status of the desert tortoise and its critical habitat has been impacted by decades of
human activities. In their 1991 report, the GAO found that livestock grazing practices of
the fate 1880s and early 1990s badly damaged desert lands in the southwest. Domestic
livestock grazing on BLM’s hot desert allotments continue to pose the greatest risk of
long-term environmental damage to a highly fragile resource. The GAO offered several
options for consideration by Congress including the discontinuation of livestock grazing
in hot desert arcas. They concluded that BLM did not have the resources to properly
manage the intensity of livestock grazing in hot deserts. Without sufficient monitoring
data, BLM will not have the necessary data to change active preference levels and
overgrazing may occur (GAO 1991).

Further information on desert tortoise critical habitat can be found in the following
documents:

» Desert Tortoise Recovery Plan Assessment Report (Tracy ef al. 2004)- all CHUs

» Final Environmental Impact Report and Statement for the West Mojave Plan
(BLM 2005)- Fremont-Kramer CHU, Superior-Cronese CHU, Ord-Rodman
CHU, and Pinto Mountains CHU

Mojave National Preserve General Management Plan (National Park Service
2002)- Ivanpah Valley CHU and Piute-Eldorado CHU

A4

v

Northern and Eastern Colorado Coordinated Management Plan (BLM 2002a)-
Chemehuevi CHU, Pinto Mountains CHU, and Chuckwalla CHU

# Northern and Eastern Mojave Desert Management Plan (BLM 2002b)- Ivanpah
Valley CHU, Piute-Eldorado CHU, and Chemehuevi CHU

» Clark County Multiple Species HCP (RECON 2000)- Beaver Dam Slope CHU,
Mormon Mesa CHU, Gold Butte-Pakoon CHU, and Piute-Eldorado CHU

»  Washington County HCP (Washington County Commission 1995)- Upper Virgin
River CHU

» Biological Assessment for the Proposed Addition of Maneuver Training Land at
Fort Irwin, CA (U.S. Army National Training Center 2003)- Superior-Cronese
CHU

» Desert Tortoise {Mojave Population ) Recovery Plan and Proposed Desert
Wildlife Management Areas for Recovery of the Mojave Population of the Desert
Tortoise (companion document to the Desert Tortoise Recovery Plan) (Service
1994)- all CHUs
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Appendix A. Summary of density estimates for each of the 1994-designated recovery units. “Adult tortoises™ is the number of adults and subadults
(midline carapace length >180mm). See Service (2006) for additional details.
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_Appendix A. Continued.
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