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Coastal North Carolina provides important habitat for both migrating and wintering
Piping Plovers (Charadrius melodus). All three geographic populations of Piping
Plovers are known to use the North Carolina coastline during the non-breeding season.
Migrating and wintering Piping Plovers face a number of threats in the state including
habitat loss and degradation due to development, chronic human disturbance and
beach and inlet stabilization projects. In the past, surveys for non-breeding Piping
Plovers were conducted primarily in an opportunistic fashion and not compiled in one
location. In 2001, the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission created an
Access database for non-breeding piping plover observations and compiled sightings in
an effort to help identify some of the most important areas for non-breeding Piping
Plovers. In recent years, systematic surveys conducted on Cape Hatteras and Cape
Lookout National Seashores and at various locations in the state in association with
beach stabilization projects coupled with the increase in reported opportunistic sightings
and the compilation of coast-wide data, have lead to an increase in our knowledge
about non-breeding Piping Plovers in North Carolina. In addition, it has aided with the
review of projects that have the potential to negatively impact Piping Plovers and in
management efforts for non-breeding plovers. We still have much to learn about non-
breeding Piping Plovers in the state and about the impacts of the aforementioned
threats. Additional systematic surveys are needed in other areas along the coast such
as difficult to reach shoals and more frequent surveys are required along sites of known
importance to further our understanding of migrating and wintering Piping Plovers in
North Carolina.
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