
MONTANA CONSTITUTION 
 

ARTICLE II  
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS 

 
Section 3. Inalienable rights. All persons are born free and have certain 

inalienable rights. They include the right to a clean and healthful environment and the 
rights of pursuing life's basic necessities, enjoying and defending their lives and liberties, 
acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and seeking their safety, health and 
happiness in all lawful ways. In enjoying these rights, all persons recognize 
corresponding responsibilities.  
 

Section 8. Right of participation. The public has the right to expect 
governmental agencies to afford such reasonable opportunity for citizen participation in 
the operation of the agencies prior to the final decision as may be provided by law.  
 

Section 9. Right to know. No person shall be deprived of the right to examine 
documents or to observe the deliberations of all public bodies or agencies of state 
government and its subdivisions, except in cases in which the demand of individual 
privacy clearly exceeds the merits of public disclosure.  
 


