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The proposed revision to the clearance zone boundary south of C-470 in the Highlands Ranch
area follows Highway 85 (Sante Fe Drive) and includes parcels between Sante Fe Drive and the
Atchison Topeka & Sante Fe Railroad where the railroad tracks divert west from Hwy. 85
between C-470 and West Parker Road. The new boundary does not include Cherry Creek
Reservoir State Recreation Area and the Cherry Creek drainage.

The Service concurs with the revision to this section of the exclusion zone boundary based upon
numerous negative trapping surveys and habitat assessments conducted within the area since
1997. These trapping results and habitat assessments indicate that potential habitat is not present
or that the species may be extirpated from the areas.

Effective the date of this letter, the block clearance zone for the Denver Metropolitan Area will
be revised to include the new boundary along Highway 85 and will be in effect for a period of 3
years. After three years the Service will review the clearance, any additional information, and
may renew the clearance as deemed appropriate. Based on additional information, the clearance
zone may be expanded or adjusted periodically.

The Service emghasizes that while wetlands and riparian habitats within the revised block
clearance zone do not support Preble’s, they should be conserved and enhanced for other values
including fish and wildlife habitat, flood control, and maintenance of water quality.

If we can be of further assistance, please contact Barbara Spagnuolo of my staff at (303) 275-2370.

Sincerely,

Susan C. Linner
Colorado Field Supervisor

ce: Urban Drainage & Flood Control District: Mark Hunter
CO Division of Wildlife: Gary Skiba
FWS/RO: Bob McCue
FWS/CFO: Pete Plage
FWS/CFQO: Kathleen Linder
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