
















Appendix F 
1967 Cooperative Agreement
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Appendix G 
Compatibility Determinations

Name: Bear Butte National Wildlife Easement Refuge

Establishing and Acquisition Authority: 
� Migratory Bird Conservation Act 45 Stat 1222; 

� Executive Order, August 26, 1935, “as a refuge 
and breeding ground for migratory birds and 
other wildlife.”

� Migratory Bird Conservation Act “for use as an 
inviolate sanctuary, or for any other management 
purpose, for migratory birds.”

Refuge Purposes:
 “For use as an inviolate sanctuary, or for any other 
management purpose, for migratory birds.” USC 715d 
(Migratory Bird Conservation Act)

National Wildlife Refuge System Mission:
 The mission of the System is to administer a national 
network of lands and waters for the conservation, 
management, and where appropriate, restoration of 
the fi sh, wildlife, and plant resources and their habitats 
within the United States for the benefi t of present and 
future generations of Americans.

 Mandatory 15-year Reevaluation Date: 2022

1. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED USE: ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
AND INTERPRETATION

Provide Opportunities for Environmental Education and 
Interpretation: Environmental education consists of 
activities conducted by South Dakota Game, Fish, and 
Parks staff, refuge staff, volunteers, and teachers. 
Interpretation occurs in less formal activities with 
refuge staff volunteers or through exhibits, educational 
trunks, signs, and brochures. Currently, environmental 
education and interpretation activities are entirely 
conducted by staff and volunteers from Bear Butte 
State Park, who provide tours and interpretation for a 
variety of groups. 

Availability of Resources: Continuance of environmental 
education and interpretation will remain entirely up to 
the discretion of the SDGFP and its volunteers. 

Anticipated Impacts of Use: Minimal disturbances to 
wildlife and wildlife habitat will result from these 
uses at the current and proposed levels. Adverse 
impacts are minimized through careful timing and 
placement of activities. Some disturbance to wildlife 
will occur in areas frequented by visitors. There will 
be some minor damage to vegetation, littering, and 
increased maintenance. Location and time limitations 
placed on environmental education and interpretation 
activities will ensure that this activity will have only 

minor impacts on wildlife and will not detract from the 
primary purposes of the refuge.

No cultural resources will be impacted negatively, only 
positively through education. No impact to endangered 
species should occur. 

Determination: Environmental education and 
interpretation are compatible.

Stipulations Necessary to Ensure Compatibility:

� Allow environmental education and interpretation 
under the guidance of SDGFP staff, a volunteer or 
a trained teacher to ensure minimal disturbance 
to wildlife, minimal damage to vegetation, and 
minimal confl icts between groups

Justifi cation: Based on biological impacts described 
in the environmental assessment (EA) and the fi nal 
CCP, it is determined that environmental education 
and interpretation within the Bear Butte National 
Wildlife Refuge will not materially interfere with or 
detract from the purposes for which this refuge was 
established.

Environmental education and interpretation are 
priority public uses listed in the National Wildlife 
Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997. By 
facilitating environmental education, refuge visitors 
will gain knowledge and an appreciation of fi sh, wildlife, 
and their habitats, whish will lead to increased public 
awareness and stewardship of natural resources. 
Increased appreciation for natural resources will 
support and complement the Service’s actions in 
achieving the purposes of the refuge and the mission of 
the Refuge System. 

Mandatory 15-year Reevaluation Date: 2022

2. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED USE: WILDLIFE OBSERVATION 
AND WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY

Provide Opportunities that Support Wildlife-
dependent Recreation: Wildlife observation and wildlife 
photography are facilitated by two hiking trails.

The CCP proposes to continue the above uses, which 
are entirely provided for and maintained by the 
SDGFP.

Availability of Resources: The availability of this use will 
be entirely at the discretion of the SDGFP. 

 Determination: Wildlife observation and wildlife 
photography are compatible.

Stipulations Necessary to Ensure Compatibility:

� Monitor use, regulate access, and maintain 
necessary facilities to prevent habitat degradation 
and minimize wildlife disturbance
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Justifi cation: Based on the anticipated biological impacts 
above and in the EA, it is determined that wildlife 
observation and wildlife photography on the Bear Butte 
National Wildlife Refuge will not interfere with the 
habitat goals and objectives or purposes for which it 
was established.

Wildlife observation and wildlife photography are 
priority public uses listed in the Improvement Act. 
By facilitating these uses, visitors will gain knowledge 
and an appreciation of fi sh and wildlife, which will lead 
to increased public stewardship of wildlife and their 
habitats. Increased public stewardship will support 
and complement the Service’s actions in achieving the 
purposes of the refuge and the mission of the Refuge 
System.

Mandatory 15-year Reevaluation Date: 2022

3. DESCRIPTION OF USE: RECREATIONAL FISHING

Continue to Provide for Recreational Fishing at 
Designated Fishing Areas in Accordance with State 
Regulations.

Currently, the fi sheries resource is non existent, due 
to ongoing drought. It is possible, that future runoff 
events may fi ll the lake to levels where a fi sheries 
resource may be restocked. The  stocking and 
subsequent management of the fi shery will be entirely 
at the discretion of the SDGFP.

Availability of Resources: If a fi sheries is reestablished, it 
will be entirely administered by SDGFP staff. The CCP 
does not call for the implementation of any new fi shing 
programs.

Anticipated Impacts of Use: Fishing and other human 
activities may cause some disturbance to migratory 
birds and other wildlife. Disturbance caused by fi shing 
pressure will vary with availability of the resource 
and the ability to use boats. Currently, no fi shing or 
boating activity is possible due to ongoing drought 
and low lake levels, which will eliminate disturbance 
issues for waterbirds. A large share of migratory bird 
species prefer shallow water levels, and their use 
will be expected to rise with the shallow lake levels. 
Once water returns, and deeper lake levels permit re-
establishment of a fi sheries, bird use for most species 
will decline. Disturbance potential will be reduced, due 
to reduced habitat suitability for most migratory bird 
species. 

Determination: Recreational fi shing is compatible.

Stipulations Necessary to Ensure Compatibility:

� Require that fi shing follow state and federal 
regulations

Justifi cation: Based on the biological impacts addressed 
above and in the EA, it is determined recreational 
fi shing will not materially interfere with the 

habitat goals and objectives or purposes for refuge 
establishment.

Fishing is a priority public use as listed in the National 
Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997.

Mandatory 15-year Reevaluation Date: 2022

4. DESCRIPTION OF USE: RECREATIONAL HUNTING

Allow recreational hunting  for all legal species 
according to state regulations.

Availability of Resources: Currently, the SDGFP 
administers the recreational hunting program. 

Anticipated Impacts of Use: Some wildlife disturbance 
will occur during recreational hunting activities at the 
refuge. Other public use activities such as boating, 
swimming, and recreational fi shing will be minimally 
impacted by recreational hunting. 

Determination: Recreational hunting is compatible.

Stipulations Necessary to Ensure Compatibility:

� Require the use of nontoxic shot, in accordance 
with current regulations for migratory bird 
hunting

� Continue to prohibit hunting within the developed 
campground sites. 

� Require that hunting be in accordance with federal 
and state regulations

Justifi cation: Hunting on national wildlife refuges has 
been identifi ed as a priority public use in the National 
Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997. 
Hunting is a legitimate wildlife management tool that 
can be used to manage populations. Hunting harvests a 
small percentage of the renewable resources, which is in 
accordance with wildlife objectives and principles.

Based on the biological impacts anticipated above and 
in the EA, it is determined that recreational hunting at 
Bear Butte easement National Wildlife Refuge will not 
materially interfere with or detract from the purposes 
for which this refuge was established or its habitat goals 
and objectives.

Mandatory 15-year Reevaluation Date: 2022

5. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PUBLIC USE: BOATING, 
SWIMMING, PICKNICKING, AND CAMPING 
Continue recreational activities including boating, 
swimming, picknicking, and camping in accordance with 
state and refuge regulations. 

Boating, swimming, picnicking, and camping have been 
allowed at Bear Butte easement NWR since it was 
created. Easements taken also include recreational 
developments, indicating these were included in the 
purposes  for establishment. 

Availability of Resources: These activities are provided 
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for and maintained entirely by the SDGFP, as they 
are the land owners and manage the site as part of 
Bear Butte State Park. Facilities and programs are 
adequately maintained. Continuance of these programs 
is entirely at the discretion of the SDGFP. 

Anticipated Impacts of the Use: Recreational activities 
proposed will likely provide some disturbance to wildlife 
and wildlife habitat. Increased public use activities 
may create disturbance to nesting waterfowl and other 
wildlife.

Determination: Boating, swimming, picnicking, and 
camping at Bear Butte easement NWR are compatible.

Stipulations Necessary to Ensure Compatibility:

� Activities are conducted in accordance with state 
and refuge regulations

Justifi cation: These activities have been allowed 
since establishment and are part of the purposes for 
establishment. 

 Mandatory 15-year Reevaluation Date: 2022

Signature

Tom Koerner, Refuge Manager               Date
Bear Butte easement NWR
Martin, SD

Review

Lloyd Jones                                                Date
Regional Compatibility Coordinator
USFWS, Region 6

Rod Krey                                                    Date
Refuge Program Supervisor
(ND, SD, NE, KS)
USFWS, Region 6
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