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The Honorable Nick J. Rahall, I 2

Preble’s meadow jumping mouse critical habitat
Once a final listing rule is issued, we anticipate reviewing the final critical habitat designation
and, if necessary, proceeding with a revision when funding is available.

Hawaiian picture-wing flies critical habitat :
The Service has completed a rule to re-propose critical habitat for 12 species of picture-wing
flies. The new proposed rule has been delivered 10 the Federal Register.

Arroyo toad critical habitat
The Service believes that the final critical habitat designation should be revised. We will proceed
with this revision as funding is made available.

California red-legped frop critical habitat
The Service believes that the final critical habitat designation should be revised. We will
proceed with this revision as funding is made available.

The Service believes that revising the seven identified decisions is supported by scientific
evidence and the proper legal standards. As resources allow, these revisions will be completed as
cxpeditiously as possible.

With respect to the Southwestern willow flycatcher, after coordinating among the Service’s
offices in Regions 2, 6, and California-Nevada Operations, the Service does not recommend
revision of the final critical habitat designation, We believe that the 29 kilometer radius used to
measure the range of the flycatcher movements and its site connectivity is scientifically
supportable,

We appreciate your continued interest in the administration of the Endangered Species Act. If

you have further concerns or questions, please do not hesitate 10 contact me directly at (202)
208-4545.

Sincerely,

fonnitl, Slnie V)

Acting DIRECTOR
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SOUTH METRO WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY

8400 East Prentice Avenue
Suite 1500
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

January 22, 2008

Phone 303 409 7747

1 F 409 7748
Ms. Susan Linner ax 303 40

Field Supervisor

Colorado Field Office
Ecological Services

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 25486, MS-65412
Denver Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225

Dear Ms. Linner:

[ 'am writing in regards to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS") Revised Proposed Ru]e
to delist the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse (“Preble’s™) in Wyoming only under the
Endangered Species Act (“ESA”). Both the South Metro Water Supply Authority (“SMWSA™)
and many of our members are involved in the reallocation of Chatfield Reservoir. One challenge
in this project has been mitigating for Preble’s habitat. 1 am writing to oppose the Revised
Proposed Rule to delist the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse in Wyoming but not in Colorado.
1 also request you extend the comment deadline 90-days so that all relevant information can be
reviewed and commented on.

As scientific knowledge has developed, so have the misgivings of the data at the time of Preble’s
listing. Habitat, genetic differences and population size have all been challenged with recent
scientific data. The USFWS listed Preble’s as threatened in 1998 based on two basic
propositions: (1) Preble’s was physically distinct from other subspecies of meadow jumping
mice; and (2) Preble’s populations had declined over a significant portions of its range.

Scientific evidence has proven both of these propositions to be false.

At the time of listing, the mouse was documented at only 29 sites. Today, it has been found at
no fewer than 132 sites. Additionally, survey work on the mouse has resulted in the discovery of
significant additional populations and has greatly expanded the documented distribution of
Preble’s. A distribution, abundance and data trend on the mouse demonstrates ample

populations throughout an expansive range. Even if the mouse was a valid subspecies, the
alleged threats to the species do not occur over a significant portion of its range. There no longer
remains a valid argument for Preble’s to remain listed under the ESA within Wyoming or
Colorado.

The Chatfield Reallocation project proposes a change in pool elevation from 5432 fito a
maximum elevation of 5444 ft. Originally constructed for flood control storage, Chatfield
Reservoir has developed in importance for recreation, water storage as well as emergency flood
control storage needs of Front Range residents. Recognition of additional storage within
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Chatfield by the Corps of Engineers office was the catalyst for the reallocation process. An
increased capacity in Chatfield Reservoir for storage by Front Range parties will enhance the
water quality in the reservoir while providing additional opportunities for recreational uses. It is
apparent through scientific data of habitat and historic population, that Preble’s is no longer in
danger of extinction. As such, the cost associated with mitigating for habitat is ill spent.

For all the reasons herein, it is urged that the service delist Preble’s in both the states of Colorado
and Wyoming. Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you should have any questions,
please contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely,
Rod Kuharich

Executive Director
South Metro Water Supply Authority
Office: 303-409-7747





