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lots of mice were caught, very few Preble's, but the
habitat was full of mice.

Question, if the habitat in the areas that are
not damaged is full of mice, and we list those areas, what
happens? Well, nothing. It is still full of mice. And
Preble's, if it exists, will exist at its
ability-to-compete level. It is unrelated to what we're
doing unless you're talking about South Platte River
through Denver. We have already done it. If you're
talking about Horse Creek, if you're talking about any of
the creeks in the Medicine Bow, most of that is national
forest.

And the creeks on private land are the lifeblood
of those ranches. You cannot afford in any way to damage
that riparian area. So if you happen to have mice, based
on your present operation, you're going to continue to
have mice. The fact that the habitat is full, the fact
that we talked about -- okay, what about places that we
think are good habitat that have no Preble's, have no
mice? Is it scientifically feasible, then, to transplant?
Tt was decided by the whole team that that's not feasible.

Why really aren't there mice in some areas and
vet they're plentiful in other areas? Like, say, Plum
Creek in Colorado Springs is a fairly well-populated area

and there's some mice there.
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So I would say that based on what we know now,
it can be removed from the endangered species list.
There's gquite a bit of confusion as to is this a rare
critter existing initially in the listing papers, say one
per hectare, which would be rare. 1Is rare the same as

endangered? We really never knew that. And we don't

know.

So my input to the recovery team was let's be
sure that habitat is as -- pardon my lack of command of
language -- but let's say pristine or in as much of a

natural state. Once you're at that point, then the things
that would live and thrive there are sort of on their own
to compete.

So I would conclude -- that would conclude my
comments and I would take any questions if that's
appropriate.

MR. HICKS: Thank you for your comments.
At this point we're not taking questions. Thank you.

We have called all of the names of the
registered speakers. If there's anyone else who would
like to speak this evening, please let us know and we will
call you to the front to provide your comments in a few
minutes.

Although we have no additional speakers, the

hearing will remain open until 8:00 p.m. We will take a
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recess until we register additional speakers. Please take
advantage of this opportunity to visit with our staff and
managers.
And, to the court reporter, we are off the
record.
(Recess taken 6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.)

MR. HICKS: It is now 8:00 p.m. On behalf
of the U.S. Fish & wildlife we appreciate the time and
effort you took this evening to present your comments.
They have been very informative and will be fully
considered in coming to a final decision.

The hearing is closed.
(Hearing proceedings concluded

8:00 p.m., December 12, 2007.)
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CERTIFICATE

I, JANET DAVIS, a Registered Professional
Reporter and Federal Certified Realtime Reporter, do
hereby certify that I reported by machine shorthand the
foregoing proceedings contained herein, constituting a

full, true and correct transcript.

Dated this: g%

 JANET DAVIS
Registered Professional Reporter
Federal Certified Realtime Reporter
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