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Montana Partnership Conservation Agreement  
(“Conservation Agreement” or “Agreement”) 

 

For the Benefit of Canada Lynx in Montana by and between the,  

 

F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber Company 

Plum Creek Timber Company, Inc. 

Stimson Lumber Company, Inc. 

 (collectively, “Landowners and Forest Product Companies”) 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“Service” or “USFWS”) 

 

(all collectively, “Parties”) 
 

September 5, 2008 Draft 

 

 Whereas, pursuant to Section 4 of the Endangered Species Act (the “Act”), 

on February 28, 2008, the U.S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 

proposed to designate 27 million acres of land in 6 states as critical habitat for the 

Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis), a threatened species under the Act, 

 

 Whereas, in Unit 3 and 5 of the proposed Canada lynx critical habitat 

designation, in the state of Montana, the Service proposed to designate 

approximately 1.1 million acres of private land as critical habitat for the Canada 

lynx, 

 

 Whereas, the Parties desire to form a conservation partnership to preserve 

habitat and protect the Canada lynx, 

 

 

I.  Purpose.  The purpose of this Agreement is to form a partnership among the F.H. 

Stoltze Land & Lumber Company, Plum Creek Timber Company, Inc., and Stimson 

Lumber Company, Inc., (collectively, “Landowners and Forest Product Companies”) and 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“Service” or “USFWS”).  Through the 

implementation of this Agreement, the Parties intend to establish a conservation program 

that will provide conservation benefits for the Canada lynx.      

 

The benefits of this Agreement for the Canada lynx include: 

 

1. Landowners and Forest Products Companies will distribute lynx habitat 

management information developed collaboratively with the USFWS and 

supporting agencies and organizations to a variety of forest landowners and 

contractors not currently engaged with the USFWS or informed about Canada 

lynx habitat management measures; 
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2. An extensive array of forest products mills supporting the Agreement (listed in 

Section III, D.2.e) have agreed to distribute habitat management and other lynx 

information to landowners and log sellers as part of their fiber procurement 

programs.  This action, combined with the actions of the Agreement signatories, 

will cause the vast majority of private landowners in Montana in Unit 3 and 5 

who undertake forest management activities and sell their products to receive 

information on lynx habitat management to inform their on-the-ground activities 

for the benefit of lynx. 

3. The Parties will collaborate to encourage private landowners and forest product 

companies to pursue funding for conservation efforts, e.g., cost-share, incentive 

programs, or grants for the purpose of Canada lynx habitat conservation; 

4. Landowners and Forest Product Companies will develop new Canada lynx habitat 

management training for private field-level forest managers and contractors; 

5. Landowners and Forest Product Companies will host annual technical sessions 

that include the USFWS to discuss recent research outcomes and management 

recommendations, identify collaborative adaptive management opportunities, 

and/or identify further research opportunities for lynx conservation; 

6. Landowners and Forest Product Companies will develop, in collaboration with 

the USFWS, voluntary landscape-level management priorities and guidelines for 

private lands in Montana.  These guidelines will be incorporated into the 

education and outreach efforts in 1 to 5 above; and 

7. Landowners and Forest Product Companies will support Canada lynx research 

and monitoring through encouraging participating landowners and forest product 

companies to voluntarily provide reasonable access to their lands to conduct 

research, logistical and material support, financial support, and/or dissemination 

and implementation of the research results. 

 

 

II.  Geographic Scope.  The Service has proposed about 9 million acres of state, 

private, federal, tribal and other ownerships for designation as critical habitat in Montana 

(portions of Unit 3 and 5)
1
.  Approximately 1.1 million acres of the proposed designation 

in Montana in Unit 3 and 5 are on private lands (Figure 1).  Private lands within the 

Agreement are owned by a variety of landowner types from woodlot owners and ranchers 

to medium and large commercial timber and forest product companies.  Lands owned by 

the Agreement signatory Landowners and Forest Product Companies cover about 35% of 

the approximate 1.1 million acres of private lands proposed to be designated as Canada 

lynx critical habitat in Unit 3 and 5 in Montana.  Log and fiber procurement by the forest 

product mills owned by these entities reach out to hundreds of additional landowners 

across the region, ranging from woodlot owners and medium-sized landowners to large 

landowners such as the Montana State Department of Natural Resources and 

Conservation.  Thus, with the addition of the supporting organizations identified in this 

Agreement, the geographic scope serviced by the Agreement is the vast majority of the 

private lands involved in forestry in the proposed Canada lynx critical habitat designation 

in Montana. 

                                                 
1 Federal Register.  2008.  Revised designation of critical habitat for the contiguous United States distinct population 

segment of the Canada lynx; proposed rule.  U.S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service.  Vol. 73, 

No. 40, February 28, 2008. 
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III.  Conservation Agreement Commitments 
 

A. Landscape-level Assessment and Voluntary Management Guidelines.  The Parties 

will collaboratively develop landscape-level habitat assessments, priorities, and 

voluntary lynx habitat management guidelines suited for private landowners.  These 

efforts will support federal land management for lynx as guided by the Northern 

Rockies Lynx Management Direction
2
 and economically viable forest management 

on private lands.  

 

B. Research Support.  The Landowners and Forest Product Companies will support 

Canada Lynx research and monitoring by participating as they are most able. This 

may include voluntarily providing reasonable access to lands to conduct research, 

logistical and material support, financial support, and/or dissemination and 

implementation of the research results.  Landowners will also be encouraged to report 

lynx sightings and activity on their property through easy to use phone or internet 

systems.  Research that results in science based, reasonable land management 

activities for lynx will be supported by Landowners and Forest Product Companies.  

Landowners and Forest Product Companies will be informed of and encouraged to 

participate in these voluntary opportunities through regular training and outreach 

efforts.   

 

C. Annual Technical Session.  The Parties to the Agreement will convene an annual 

technical session to discuss the status of the Agreement, adaptive management 

opportunities, new land management tools, new research and management 

implications, and other lynx conservation items;  

a). Academic and/or agency researchers will be invited to the technical sessions 

to present findings from current research; 

b). Landowners and Forest Product Companies and members of forestry-related 

associations and organizations will be invited to the technical sessions to 

broaden the scope of lynx habitat management education. 

 

D. Landowner and Forest Product Company Education and Outreach.   
 

1) Agreement Signatories Outreach.  Landowners and Forest Product 

Companies will provide lynx habitat management education material 

(developed via the Agreement) in mailings to private landowners and log 

sellers as part of existing Landowner and Forest Product Company fiber 

procurement programs; 

 

2) Landowner and Forest Product Company Outreach via Supporting 

Programs and Organizations. 

 

                                                 
2
 U.S. Department of Agriculture.  2007.  Northern Rockies Lynx Management Direction Record of Decision.  USDA 

Forest Service, March 2007. 
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a). Findings.  A number of existing education and training programs are 

currently implemented in the Project Area targeting private forest 

landowners and logging contractors.  With the support of these agencies, 

organizations, and programs, there are multiple mechanisms to insert lynx 

conservation education, as described below.  Letters of support from these 

entities that document their role as described in this Agreement are 

included in Attachment 1. 

 

b). Montana Forest Stewardship Program. 

 

i. Findings.  The Forest Stewardship program, funded through the 

USDA Farm Bill since 1991, has helped more than 2,550 landowners 

assess and develop their forest management plans on 1,648 ownerships 

that represent 943,597 acres.  The Master Forest Steward Program 

(MFSP) is a newly developed outreach educational curriculum 

designed to give landowners advanced special topics training.  A new 

wildlife habitat management module is part of this advanced training 

with specific emphasis on threatened and endangered species (see 

Attachment 2).  The program workshops focus on teaching landowners 

how to assess their forest conditions and offers an overview of 

management practices including wildlife habitat conservation.  Many 

of the participants choose to become actively engaged in managing 

their forested lands for multiple resources, often with wildlife as a 

primary focus. 

 

ii. Lynx Habitat Management Module.  The Landowners and Forest 

Product Companies will support the MFSP in developing a new lynx 

habitat management teaching module, with review and approval by the 

USFWS, for addition to the Montana Forest Stewardship and Master 

Forest Steward programs, all as offered through the Montana State 

University Extension Service (see Attachment 1 for Montana State 

University Extension letter of support).   

 

c). State Service Forester Program.  The Landowners and Forest Product 

Companies will support the Montana Department of Natural Resources and 

Conservation (MT DNRC) Service Foresters in providing Canada lynx 

habitat management information, developed by the Landowners and Forest 

Product Companies with review and approval by the USFWS, to private 

landowners when assisting them with implementing on-the-ground forest 

management measures (see Attachment 1 for MT DNRC letter of support). 

 

d). Contractor Training.  In addition to private forestry consultants and state 

service foresters, the Montana Logging Association (MLA) provides a 

variety of voluntary training sessions annually to approximately 600 

independent logging contractors and their employees.  For some private 

landowners, these personnel are the only information sources for managing 

their forested lands, including information on wildlife conservation.  
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Therefore; the Landowners and Forest Product Companies support 

enhancement of the forest management training curriculum by including 

additional materials developed by the Landowners and Forest Product 

Companies with review and approval by the USFWS pertaining to lynx 

habitat management (see Attachment 1 for MLA letter of support).  

 

e). Additional Supporting Organizations.  In addition to the previously 

stated delivery mechanisms (see above Section III.D. 1 and 2.a to 2.d), 

other forest product companies not specific to this Agreement have 

volunteered to make lynx habitat management information available to the 

landowners and log sellers they work with; thus further extending the reach 

to small family forest owners (see Montana Wood Products Association 

Letter of Support in Attachment 1).  This action, combined with the actions 

of the Agreement signatories, will cause the vast majority of private 

landowners in Montana in Unit 3 and 5 who undertake forest management 

activities and sell their products to receive information on lynx habitat and 

management to inform their on-the-ground activities for the benefit of lynx.  

These forest product companies are: 

 

 Eagle Stud Mill, Inc., Hall, Montana 

 Marks Lumber, Clancy, Montana 

 Marks-Miller Post & Pole, Inc., Clancy, Montana 

 Pyramid Mountain Lumber, Inc., Seeley Lake, Montana 

 Riley Creek Lumber Company, Laclede, Idaho 

 Rocky Mountain Log Homes, Hamilton, Montana 

 Roseburg Forest Products, Missoula, Montana 

 R-Y Timber, Inc., Townsend & Livingston, Montana 

 Smurfit-Stone Container Enterprises, Frenchtown, Montana 

 Thompson River Lumber Company, Inc., Thompson Falls, 

Montana 

 Tricon Timber LLC, St. Regis, Montana 

 

f). Additional Communication and Delivery Mechanisms.  The 

Landowners and Forest Product Companies will develop and support the 

addition of Canada lynx habitat management information, in collaboration 

with the USFWS, to a variety of information outreach opportunities in 

Montana targeting forest management on private ownerships.  These 

opportunities include: 

 

i. The Montana State University Extension Forestry website; 

ii. Brochures on rare species and communities developed by the Montana 

Forest Council and distributed to hundreds of private landowners and 

timber procurement entities; 

iii. Inclusion of lynx-specific material into mailings and newsletters by 

various forestry organizations in the Project Area; 
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iv. Inclusion of lynx habitat updates and management recommendations 

in the Family Forestry Newsletter offered to landowners through the 

collaboration of the Montana Tree Farm System and Montana Forest 

Owners Association; 

v. Communications through the Montana Society of American Foresters 

and Consulting Foresters Association; and 

vi. Coordinating with the U.S. Forest Service and USFWS to promote 

lynx habitat management on their websites. 

 

E. Cost-share Programs.  The Parties to the Agreement will work collaboratively to 

facilitate the inclusion of lynx habitat management in: 

 

1) Existing Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) or other federal 

granting cost-share incentive programs (such as the Healthy Forest Reserve 

Program or Section 6 funds) offered to private landowners; and 

 

2) New vehicles for establishing lynx habitat management cost-share programs 

or assistance on private lands.  Examples of implementation opportunities 

might be funding assistance for experimental forest thinnings to maintain 

snowshoe hare habitat, regeneration of tree and plant species beneficial to 

lynx, forest debris management for lynx prey and den requirements, or habitat 

assessments to complement and assist management on nearby federal lands. 

 

F. Annual Report.  The Landowners and Forest Product Companies will prepare an 

annual report to the USFWS by April 30 of each calendar year that summarizes 

actions taken in support of the Agreement in the prior year.  The report will describe 

implementation of the lynx habitat assessment and voluntary lynx habitat 

management guidelines.  The report will also recount the number and type of training 

sessions held that included Canada lynx management information and education and 

the number and type of information and education disseminations such as websites, 

newsletter articles, and special presentations.   

 

 

IV.  Conservation Agreement Implementation and Term 
 

1.  Lynx Agreement Technical Team 

 Purpose: 

a). Coordinate overall Agreement implementation; 

b). Facilitate development of lynx habitat management guidelines and outreach 

material; 

c). Coordinate the addition of outreach material and lynx-related web links on the 

State Extension Forestry website; 

d). Facilitate the use of cost-share and other financial assistance programs to 

Landowners and Forest Product Companies for their implementation of lynx 

habitat management; 

e). Prepare the annual report to the USFWS for review and approval; 

f). Prepare and facilitate the annual lynx workshop. 
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Members: 

a). Montana State University Extension Forestry Specialist (e.g., currently Peter 

Kolb); 

b). Landowner and Forest Product Company representative (e.g. Landowner 

biologist). 

 

2.  Lynx Agreement Funding 

 Purpose: 

a). To fund costs associated with printing education and outreach materials; 

b). To fund costs associated with adding/updating material to websites; 

c). To fund costs associated with developing the annual workshop. 

 

 Funding: 

 Funding of the Agreement implementation will likely involve initial start-up costs 

for the purposes stated above followed by maintenance costs (e.g., printing, 

website updating, etc.).  The actual funding needs will be determined 

collaboratively by the Parties at the annual workshop or through other 

communications.  The following amounts are intended to provide a general 

estimate for initial planning purposes and would be provided on an as needed 

basis: 

a). Plum Creek Timber Company:   $5,000.00 

b). Stimson Lumber Company:   $1,000.00 

c). F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber Company:  $500.00   

       Total: $6,500.00 

 

3.  Agreement Signatory and Supporting Organizations Implementation Actions 

 

a). SFI Landowners (Plum Creek Timber Company, Inc. & Stimson Lumber 

Company): 

i. Distribute lynx habitat management education material (developed via the 

Agreement) in mailings and personal visits to private landowners, 

contractors and log sellers as part of fiber procurement programs; 

ii. Support lynx habitat management educational opportunities for private 

landowners and forest contractors through financial and logistical support 

of lynx specific education and outreach opportunities sponsored by 

organizations such as Montana Logging Association Accredited Logging 

Professional trainings, Montana Tree Farm System events and 

publications, Montana Forest Stewardship Program, and others. 

iii. Participate in lynx research as opportunities arise by voluntarily providing 

reasonable access to lands to conduct research, providing logistical and 

material support as able, providing reasonable financial support, reporting 

of lynx sightings, and/or dissemination and implementation of the research 

results. 

iv. Participate in adaptive management experiments to implement lynx habitat 

management guidelines that are developed through the Montana Lynx 

Agreement in collaboration with multiple stakeholders and the USFWS; 
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v. Participate in landscape level habitat assessments in cooperation with 

other stakeholders with review and approval by the USFWS. 

vi. Track and report habitat management and outreach activities that 

specifically further the implementation of this agreement. 

vii. Demonstrate implementation of Agreement terms on Company Lands 

through periodic 3
rd

 party certification audits. 

viii. Contribute information to the annual report on implementation activities 

and participate in an annual Agreement implementation review and 

monitoring meeting. 

ix. Provide annual Agreement implementation funding. 

x. Provide Implementation Technical Team support. 

 

b). American Tree Farm System Certified Landowners (F.H. Stoltze Land and 

Lumber Company): 

 

i. Distribute lynx habitat management education material (developed via the 

Agreement) in mailings and personal visits to private landowners, 

contractors and log sellers as part of its fiber procurement program; 

ii. Support lynx habitat management educational opportunities for private 

landowners and forest contractors through financial and logistical support 

of lynx specific education and outreach opportunities sponsored by 

organizations such as Montana Logging Association Accredited Logging 

Professional trainings, Montana Tree Farm System events and 

publications, Montana Forest Stewardship Program, and others. 

iii. Participate in lynx research as opportunities arise by voluntarily providing 

reasonable access to lands to conduct research, providing logistical and 

material support as able, providing reasonable financial support, reporting 

of lynx sightings, and/or dissemination and implementation of the research 

results. 

iv. Participate in landscape level habitat assessments in cooperation with 

other stakeholders with review and approval by the USFWS. 

v. Track and report management and outreach activities that specifically 

further the implementation of this Agreement. 

vi. Demonstrate implementation of Agreement terms through periodic 3
rd

 

party Tree Farm System certification audits. 

vii. Contribute information to the annual report on implementation activities 

and participate in an annual Agreement implementation review and 

monitoring meeting. 

viii. Provide annual Agreement implementation funding. 

 

c). Supporting Organizations (Eagle Stud Mill, Inc., Marks Lumber, Marks-Miller 

Post & Pole, Inc., Montana Tree Farm System, Pyramid Mountain Lumber Inc., 

Rocky Mountain Log Homes, Riley Creek Lumber Company, Inc., Roseburg 

Forest Products, R-Y Timber, Inc., Smurfit Stone Container Enterprises, 

Thompson River Lumber Company, Inc., Tricon Timber, LLC): 

 



September 5, 2008 10 

i. Distribute lynx habitat management education material (developed via the 

Agreement) in mailings and other distribution mechanisms to private 

landowners, contractors, and log sellers as part of fiber procurement 

programs. 

 

 

5.  Conservation Agreement Term, Modification, and Termination 

 

The Agreement shall have an initial term of 10 years (extendable in 5 year increments 

upon mutual agreement).  At the end of the initial 10 year term and any renewal term, the 

Parties will conduct a joint evaluation to determine if there is a need to extend the 

Agreement for an additional 5-year period.   

 

Modifications to this Agreement may be proposed by any Party and shall become 

effective only upon the written concurrence of all Parties.  Renewal of this Agreement 

shall become effective only upon the written concurrence of all Parties. 

 

Any Party may cancel this Conservation Agreement upon (30) thirty days written notice 

to the other Parties. 

 

 

V.  Background  
 

 A.  Findings.  This Agreement and the Background, attached hereto as Appendix 

A, addresses the primary constituent elements of Canada lynx habitat in Montana and 

addresses objectives in the Lynx Recovery Outline (U.S. Department of the Interior 

2005).  Authority for the Service to participate in this Agreement is provided in the Fish 

and Wildlife Act of 1956, as amended (16 USC 742a-742k), and the Fish and Wildlife 

Coordination Act of 1934, as amended (16 USC 661 et seq). 

 

 B.  Incorporation by Reference.  The Background, attached hereto as Appendix 

A, is hereby adopted by the Parties and incorporated herein by reference.  The 

Background may be amended by the Parties hereto by mutual agreement, all as in benefit 

to the Canada lynx. 
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Signature Page (to be prepared) 
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Appendix A 

 

Background 

 
 

I.  Landowners and Forest Product Companies.  There are a diversity of landowner 

types in Northwest Montana, ranging from family-owned private entities to publicly-held 

corporate owners.  All three landowners signatory to the Agreement are managed under a 

forest certification program (i.e., Sustainable Forestry Initiative http://www.aboutsfb.org 

or American Tree Farm System www.treefarmsystem.org).  Lands owned by the 

Agreement signatories cover about 35% of the approximate 1.1 million acres of private 

lands proposed to be designated as Canada lynx critical habitat in Unit 3 and 5 in 

Montana.  Log and fiber procurement by the forest product mills owned by these entities 

reach out to hundreds of additional landowners across the region, ranging from woodlot 

owners and medium-sized landowners to large landowners such as the Montana State 

Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. 

 

A description of each Landowner and Forest Product Company follows: 

 

F. H. Stoltze Land and Lumber Company:  F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber Co. 

(Stoltze) is a family owned integrated forest management company located in 

Northwestern Montana.  Stoltze is the oldest family-owned lumber company in 

Montana with its inception in 1912.  Stoltze owns and manages approximately 38,000 

acres of company timberlands located in Flathead, Lincoln, and Lake Counties.  

Stoltze also maintains a primary manufacturing facility in Columbia Falls.  Raw 

material sources for this sawmill include company lands, private landowners, 

contractors, and multiple state, federal, and tribal land management agencies.  

 

The Stoltze company mission statement is “To maintain and expand F.H. Stoltze Land 

& Lumber Co. as a successful, profitable, productive, quality oriented forest 

landowner.”  Stoltze manages its company timberlands and manufacturing facility in 

accordance with a comprehensive set of Stewardship Forestry Goals and Principals.  

Stoltze company lands have been continuously certified by the American Tree Farm 

System since 1963 and are managed under a written management plan.  To that end, 

the ownership, management, and operation of these lands and facilities provide a 

myriad of benefits to the environment, company, employees, and general public, both 

economic and societal.  

 

Plum Creek Timber Company:  Environmental leadership and innovation are core 

values at Plum Creek.  With approximately 8 million acres of land in 18 states, we are 

the largest and most diversified land and timber owner in the country.  Taking a long-

term view serves both the biology and business of forest and land management at 

Plum Creek. Sustaining the essential qualities of our land and timber – species 

diversity, natural habitat, scenic beauty – is fundamental to all aspects of our 

operations.  Plum Creek puts this philosophy into action through a number of 

programs and initiatives:  

http://www.aboutsfb.org/
http://www.treefarmsystem.org/
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• Certification of forest management operations under the Sustainable Forestry 

Initiative® (SFI) program with third party independent verification; 

• Forestry Environmental Principles; 

• Voluntary Habitat Conservation Plans and proactive collaborations to benefit 

biodiversity; 

• Environmental management and research program staffed by scientists and 

natural resource specialists; 

• Conservation land sales and easements; 

• Environmental protections and innovations at manufacturing facilities; 

• Manufacturing Environmental Principles; 

• Land Development Environmental Principles; and 

• Plum Creek Foundation Environmental Stewardship support.  

 

Stimson Lumber Company:  Stimson Lumber Company is a privately-held forest 

products and natural resource company based in Portland, Oregon.  With its roots 

dating back to the 1850s, the company is one of the oldest, continuously operating 

forest products companies in the United States.  

Stimson Lumber Company has assets and operations in four Western States:  Idaho, 

Montana, Oregon, and Washington.  The Resource Group manages approximately 

500,000 acres of company-owned timberland, consistent with the independent 

standards of the Sustainable Forestry Initiative.  The Resource Group is also 

responsible for procuring wood for the company’s manufacturing facilities. 
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Attachment 1 

 

Letters of Support from 

Agreement Supporting Organizations 
 

 

1. Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 

2. Montana State University Extension 

3. Montana Logging Association 

4. Montana Forest Council 

5. Montana Wood Products Association 

6. Montana Tree Farm System 

7. Pyramid Mountain Lumber, Inc. 
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Attachment 2 

 

Curriculum, Training Opportunities, and Education Material 

Examples for Distribution of Lynx Habitat Management 

Information to Private Landowners 

 
(Relevant wildlife habitat and management sections highlighted in red outline ) 

 

 

1. 2008 Montana Master Forest Stewardship Program – MSU Extension Forestry 

2. 2008 Forest Wildlife Habitat Identification and Management Workshop – MSU 

Extension Forestry 

3. 2008 Sustainable Forestry Initiative Workshop with Wildlife Habitat Module – 

MSU Extension Forestry and Montana Logging Association 

4. 2008 Workshop for Loggers– Accredited Logging Professional training with 

Wildlife Habitat module 

5. Example of Biodiversity & Lynx Habitat Management Information distributed to 

over 500 private small landowners and log sellers – Plum Creek educational 

pamphlet 
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