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March 20, 2006
To:

Regional Chiefs and Fire Management Coordinators

From

Chief, Fire Management Branch

Subject:
Transmittal of Interagency Prescribed Fire Implementation Procedures Reference Guide

The attached Prescribed Fire Implementation Reference Guide (Guide) was approved by the National Fire and Aviation Executive Board (NFAEB) on 9/1/06, and is available for download at: http://www.nifc.gov/fire_policy/index.htm.  This guide replaces previous interagency prescribed fire policy and guidance from the Wildland and Prescribed Fire Management Policy Implementation Procedures and Reference Guide (USDI/ USDA 1998).  This Guide supports the Interagency Strategy for the Implementation of Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy, and provides unified direction, guidance, and minimum standards for prescribed fire planning and implementation for the Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), the National Park Service (NPS), the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service (USDA FS).  

The Fire Management Branch will issue an update of the Fire Management Handbook that fully incorporates the Guide as part of FWS fire management policy and guidance for 2008.  All prescribed fire plans implemented after 1/1/08 must meet all Guide requirements.  Until that time, all implemented prescribed fire plans must meet one of the following conditions:
· Is prepared using the Prescribed Fire Plan Template found in Appendix B of the Guide; or

· Is prepared using a previously approved agency format, and has a completed Agency Administrator Go/No Go pre-ignition approval checklist (Appendix B, element 2 in Guide) that specifically states the plan has been reviewed and meets the minimum implementation guide elements found in the Guide.

The Fire Management Branch has summarized information about the Guide in the attached briefing including a discussion of significant changes.  Contact your Regional fire management staff or Fire Management Branch Fuels Management Specialist Kim VanHemelryck (208-387-5957) with any additional questions.

Attachments

· Prescribed Fire Implementation Guide NFAEB Approval Memo

· Prescribed Fire Implementation Procedures Reference Guide Briefing  
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