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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Project Description:  UPPER JAMES RIVER WEED MANAGEMENT AREA
 The Upper James River Weed Management Area (UJRWMA) is located in the famed Prairie Pothole Region (PPR).  The PPR’s contribution to waterfowl and other grassland nesting birds is unsurpassed.  The area contains some of the highest duck producing areas in the lower 48 states due to its large expanses of perennial grasses and wetland complexes.  Some of the highest densities of native prairie remaining in the Upper Great Plains are found in this area.  Because so much of the native prairie is gone, protecting what is left becomes even more important.  Invasive noxious weeds threaten this prairie ecosystem, and the wildlife that depend upon it.

This project proposes to continue the development of a landscape level partnership in the UJRWMA (four counties) to control Canada thistle, leafy spurge, and absinth wormwood and any new invasives. Funds will mainly be used to purchase biological control agents.  The last two years monitoring of Canada thistle insectaries is showing surprising results which encourages us to build and expand the insectaries. Last year we also purchased insects that attack Musk Thistle and Yellow Toadflax, the 2 newer invasive noxious weeds found within the project area.  Both species have been located on FWS lands during the last 2 years mapping efforts.  We propose to augment the existing insectaries and establish new ones where the recent infestations have been located.  Also, Stutsman County Weed Board proposes to implement a Leafy Spurge Flea Beetle Collection Team that will travel the state to productive insectaries to collect flea beetles for dissemination in the UJRWMA.   We also propose to hire a summer technician to map and treat, and purchase chemical to treat any new weed infestations discovered.  This project continues the partnership developed several years ago with one County Weed Board and has grown to 14 partners. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Funding Proposal: FWS $_30,000    (1:4.24)
Identified Potential Partners - and their contributions in dollars or in-kind

MAIN PARTNERs





CONTRIBUTIONS
1) Stutsman County Weed Board



$ 15,250
2) Wells County Weed Board




$ 20,000
3) Eddy County Weed Board




$ 13,250
4) Foster County Weed Board




$ 16,300

5) ND Game and Fish Dept.




$   5,000
6)   National Audubon Society




$   2,500
7&8)  ND Agriculture and Highway



$ 55,000










$127,300 
9)   COE-Pipestem Dam   




$  14,300 (non-match)(1:4.72)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Special Considerations:  This proposal will support RAPP goals 1.42-1.51. This proposal is part of a larger project seeking funding through the NFWF Pulling Together Initiative.  The UJRWMA encompasses the Arrowwood NWR, Arrowwood WMD, Chase Lake NWR, and the Chase Lake Prairie Project.  In addition to the partners listed above we are also working with the Bureau of Reclamation – Jamestown Reservoir, Stutsman County Park Board and ND Extension. 

 IF MULTIPLE PROPOSALS ARE SUBMITTED - PRIORITY OF PROPOSAL ___1__

