
CHALLENGE COST SHARE PROPOSAL - FY 2008
Station:_Devils Lake WMD_____________   
Date:__10/16/07_____________________
Phone: ___________________ 
Submitted by: ________________________
Project Leader Signature: __________________________________________
Project Description:  Many Federally owned lands, including Waterfowl Production Areas (WPA’s) and National Wildlife Refuges (NWR’s) in northeastern North Dakota, contain degraded habitat due to invasive species.  Many of the invasive species populations on Federal lands have the potential to relocate to adjacent private lands and, in the same respect, many private land infestations disperse to WPAs and NWR’s.  In order to better combat these species and stop the spread, public land managers and private landowners need to work together to control invasive species using a landscape approach.  This includes dealing with multiple invasive species that must be controlled using different techniques.  As new species colonize new areas, strategies need to be developed in order to effectively gain control.  Sharing productive and unproductive control methods are essential between Federal land managers and private landowners.
This project will include purchasing herbicides and application of chemicals, biological controls and mechanical weed treatments on Federal Refuge Lands and adjacent private lands in cooperation with 5 county weed management boards.  All matching funds generated by Counties were obtained via County taxation in the effort of controlling and if possible, eradicating weed control infestations. Finding new species early will aid in the fight. The USFWS must reciprocate on Federally-owned lands, and working closely with local County weed boards will aid in our ability to fight weeds and create exciting and effective partnerships!  
Funding Proposal: 

	Cooperator
	Cash
	Salaries
	Material
	Funds
	Total 

	Cavalier County Weed Board
	$
	$5,000
	$8,000
	$
	$13,000

	Pembina County Weed Board
	$
	$3,000
	$5,000
	$
	$8,000

	Walsh County Weed Board
	$
	$3,000
	$5,500
	$
	$8,500

	Towner County Weed Board
	$
	$5,000
	$8,000
	$
	$13,000

	Benson County Weed Board
	$
	$5,000
	$8,000
	$
	$13,000

	Cooperators Sub-Total
	$
	$21,000
	$34,500
	$
	$ 55,500

	USFWS (CCS)
	
	
	
	
	$ 28,000

	Project Total
	
	
	
	
	$ 83,500


_____________________________________________________________________________

Special Considerations:  

In FY-07 the Devils Lake WMD was able to use funds from the North Dakota Invasive Species Strike Team (NDISST) to hire a seasonal employee to perform inventory work on FWS lands. Survey results indicated that many acres of lands managed in the WMD are in dire need of tractor operators to control these infestations  before they spread.  This will be accomplished by hiring one tractor operator who will operate large equipment such as farm tractors and spray equipment to battle infestations detected during invasive speices inventories.  This grant shall facilitate that action while providing funds to County weed boards for weed treatments on adjacent private lands over a 5 County area.
Currently, staff at the Devils Lake Wetland Management District has been working closely with other agencies, 501 (c)3’s and NGO’s (e.g., National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, North Dakota State University Extension Service, North Dakota Department of Agriculture, BASF Corporation) to showcase our efforts of cooperation and communication as well as deliver results of such activities in the District.
This proposal will aid the USFWS in following the Department of Interior’s (DOI) Invasive Species Initiative and our mandate to manage State-listed noxious weeds and invasive speices.  It also corresponds with Refuge guidelines outlined in the Refuge Manual.  Section 7 RM 14.2 states “…the control of wildlife and plants within the NWRS to assure balanced wildlife and fish populations consistent with the optimum management of refuge habitat.”  Section 7 RM 14.3 B states that the objectives of pest management are “To prevent substantial damage to significant resources” and Section 7 RM 14.3 D states “To control exotic species and to allow normal populations of native species to exist.”  This proposal will address WH-14 & 18 of the “Fulfilling the Promises” document.

IF MULTIPLE PROPOSALS ARE SUBMITTED - PRIORITY OF PROPOSAL __1__

