Leonard Young, President
Raptor Research Foundation, Inc.
1640 Oriole Lane NW
Olympia, WA 98502-4342, USA
leonardyoung] @comcast.net
1-360-561-8125

August 11, 2006

Michelle Morgan, Chief

Branch of Recovery and Delisting
Endangered Species Program
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
4401 Fairfax Drive N, Suite 420
Artlington, VA 22203

Attn: RIN 1018-AF21

Subject: Raptor Research Foundation Comments on Bald Eagle Delisting Documents
Dear Ms. Morgan:

This letter is the Raptor Research Foundation's (RRF) response to U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service's (USFWS) April 13, 2006 request for "... unpaid peer review from the RRF
regarding the Service's reopening of the public comment period for the proposed delisting
of the Bald Eagle, as published in the Federal Register on February 16, 2006 (71 FR
8238)." RRF is a non-profit organization comprised of approximately 900 members who
are predominantly scientists who study and help manage birds of prey and their habitats.
RRF was founded in 1966 and has published the scientific journal, The Journal of Raptor
Research since that time, as well as numerous technical reports and proceedings of
symposia held as part of its annual conferences. RRF's purpose is to stimulate the
dissemination of information concerning raptorial birds among interested persons
worldwide and to promote a better public understanding and appreciation of the value of
birds of prey. USFWS's proposal to delist the Bald Eagle is of great interest to RRF's
members. We are pleased to provide the following comments to assist USFWS in its
decision making.

RRF's comments on the delisting documents are based upon an evaluation carried out by
an expert panel of 7 scientists (all RRF members) who have extensive research and
management experience with Bald Eagles. Panel members were: Robert Anthony (U.S.
Geological Survey [USGS], Oregon Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit),
James Bednarz (Arkansas State University), James Fraser (Virginia Polytechnic Institute
& State University), Peter Nye (New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation), Steven Sheffield (Bowie State University), Karen Steenhof (USGS, Snake
River Field Station), and Brian Walton (Santa Cruz Predatory Bird Research Group).






