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STATE OF NEBRASKA

DEFPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Roger K. Pattersan

Direciar

September 22, 2000 IN REFLY REFER Tih

Mike Johamns

-
T T

M Jim Salver

11.5. Fish and Wildlife Service

Southern Missouri Ascertainment Office
24385 State Highway 51

Puxico, Missouri 63960

Dear Mr, Salyer

We have reviewed the draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan and Environmental Assessment
for the DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge. Our only comment is

[t is our understanding that a small tract of original Missourt River floodplain
forest 15 located in the southern part of the Refuge This area, about 10 acres in
size, 15 somewhat hummecky and contains sycamore, black walnut, and
Kentucky coffee tree. The tract 15 located east of the road appreximately one
half mile north of the old SCS wildlife habitat planting  Gene Solomon of Blair
{426-2048) can provide more information about the tract. We did not find
reference to this tract in the plan/EA. Upon verification it should be recognized

and the management activities proposed for it included in the plan,

Thank vou for the opportunity to review this excellent plan that will guide the future
manzoement of DieSoio Bend

Sincerely,

i YL-F\

Steve Gaul, Head
Planning and Assistance Division

mh
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301 Contenimal Mall Saith, idih Floor & PO Bex 24676 & Lincoln, Mobresaka SRG004676 & Phone (402 47T1-2363 & Telefax 402} 471-2904
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Hisrieal Divivigie of W Dipersment of Cultavel Affeir

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA

Where pait meeti ﬁrm.'r

Beplember 23, 2000 In reply refer to:
R&Ci: DD0E00EIE

M, FimySalver
U5, Fish and Wildlife Service

hemerican Chathic Fiiiuse Southern Missour Ascertainment Office
el 24385 State Highway 51
Puxico, Missour 63960
Ii'IIIII I'::III H: :I
Lamhwrod RE: FWE — LISFWS - HARRISON & POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTIES — DESOTONATIONAL

WILDLIFE REFUGE — AUGLUST 2000 DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE CONSERVATION PLAN
AMD ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR PROPOSED MANAGEMENT OVER THE
MEXT 15 YEARS:

Conrennd Bacldimg

il LRy

Dear Mr, Salyver,

v Edel MEscksmith Shop

I
Woamhaown

We have received the Aigusr, 2000 Deaft Comprefensive Conservagion Plor for the DeSoto Mational
Waldlife Befuge and I have had the opporiunity pecform a cuesory review of its coment, [t woubd appear thai
irdner Cabin the long term management plan proposad by the U5, Fish & Witdlife Service (FWS) for the Sertrond

ark collection and other known and wnknown culural resowrees contained within the boundaries of the DeSoto
Mational Wilkdlife Refuge is consistent with intention and spint of sections [06 and 110 of the National
Histaric Preservation Act of 1966 and the Advisory Council on Histore Preservation’s implemantmg
regulations {36 CFR part 300,

The lowa SHPO has no further comment at this ime, but requests that you send o copy of the Gmal drafi for
otir further consideration. Please keep us appratsed of any undertakings that may bein the carly planning:
stages and that might warrant our consultation.  We would be pleased to assiat vou in coordinating section
10 review for upcoming projects thil would be covered under the proposed mamagemeant plan.

i Please referance B & O #0008001 38 in futwre correspondences relating to this document as it will be placed
Pl e Lopeennes Heme gy vy getive project files under that number. Thank you for providing the Jowa State Historic Preservation
Niita] Otfice with the opporfunity to review and comment oo this version of the 2000 Comprefensive Comverwaiion

Flegn Tor the DeSoto Mational Wildlife Refuge. I vou have any questions of if T can be of further assistance
wra lmdian Monmds plE‘IIiA: contxet mwe at { 5l :T":l IR1-E744,

Sincerchys r.r" i

Wessern Hiswode Tradis Cenner f ."'II k_‘-.:f’ .l".‘l

Draniel K. Higginko
Comminity Progeaie
State Historwal Society of lowa

Ce; Charles Wooley, Acting Regional Director, USFWS

TOWA HISTORICAL BUILDING
GO0 East Locust = ey :"n-'il.'li.lll.".\. lowea 303 1%-0290
Phone: (315) 281-0412 « Faxd (515) 2920498 or (313) 282-0502

weww; o edud < shsilindes, him
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SEP-25-C0 HOW 08:37 FY ME GAME & PARKS LINCOLH FAX HO. d02dTis528 F. Ol

2" Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

oA | 2200, 33rd 5. / PO. Box 30370 / Lincoln, NE 685030370
=/~ Phone: 4024710641 / Fax: 4024715578 / huep:/Anwwngpe.state, ne.s/

: (L T e I L =T
Mr. Tim Salyer/Ms. Judy McClendon Postitt Fax Nofe __ 7671 |09 -7 .gp P

US Fish & Wildlife Service ™ i Belyer T pellend ™™ Seol) Lreohde
Southern Missouri Ascertainment Office ol ¥ Dlgase [T slead {la@age et
24385 State Highway 51 Phare® 71 T or Sy [T A - B8k
Fuxico, MO 63960 PRt l"E.,‘-'.'_'iZ-_l‘P"{' ek [P*Y s91.cuam

£t

Dear Mr, SlayerMs. MeClendon,

Following are review comments for the draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCF) and
Environmental Assessiment (EA) for the Desoto National Wildlife Refuge (DeSota).

First, as an individual with training and cxperience in land management issuas, especially
wild|ife management in public wse situations, 1 can appreciate how "Alternative D" became the
"prefimed alternative.” Tlowover, (o " seeli the best or optimal balance between the competing
ideals of wildlife conservation and public use.”, is realistic, but may not attain DeSoto’s Mission
"To prescrva and restore indigenous bielogical communitics, ... " T believe we must all focus on
that mission first, before we can truly support & prefemed alternative.

To the credit of the CCP drafters, I believe the conversion of ~75% of the existing croplands s a
step toward the DeSoto mission. The valoe of converting 1.140 acres of eroplands into prairie
habatats will be magnified, if the "prairic® mives are high diversity mixtures. The level of
diversity of the grass mixes was not apparent to me in my review and can be subjeciive, There
are current ¢lforts to establish high diversity prairie on other specific Missouri River sites. Given
the Federal ownership of DeSoto and the 15 year implementation effort of the CCP, you may
wizh to porsue this option. Plense contact me if you would like w0 talk with someone directly
imvolved in this effort,

[ was also pleased to see Objective 1.7.1: By 2005, conduct and complete an assessment of the
hydrologie and habitat implications of partially or completely reconnecting DeSoto Lake witly
the Missour River. Clearly, this is # pivotal issue for any planning effort at DeSoto, especially
given the current elimate surrounding Missour River issues. This was not given adequate
Altontion in the preferred allematives discussion. Apain, DeSoto's Mission “To preserve and
restore indigenous biological communities, ..." must come first, with discussion of comnpatible
uses secondary. Discussion en preferred alternatives focused on the management of sport
fisheries within DeSoto Lake, with enly minor attention paid to Federatly listed Threatensd &
Endangered Species. On pages 33-34, you stated, "DeSolo Refuge staff havy practically no
oppartunity to aid in the recovery of the Pallid Sturgeon shait of re=connecting DeSolo Lake with
the river.” This statement implies the potential .. to 2id in the recovery of the Pallid Sargcon...”
il the river is reconneeted to DeBoto Lake, You also mentioned the "siring-efpearls” analogy

Prisied an recydled paper wick gy ink.
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SEP-25-00 MON 08:38 FM  NE GAME & PARKS LINCOLN FaX NO. 4024715528 P02

for habitai restoration in the Lower Missouri River, Shouldn't DeSoto, as a USFWS holding
along the Missouri River, be part of this string-of-pearls? ‘Wouldn't this aid in meeting T& B
Species habital objectives delined by the USFWS in your 1824 and 2000 Biolopteal Opimons?

Given potential modifications to Inlet and outlet designs on DeSoto Lalke, isn't it possible that an
adaptive management plan could bo created to manage for T & I Species, provide a sport [ishery
and resolve some of the nutrient loading problems being experienced within DeSoto Lake. " here
is significant dollars being put into lake management with limited results, There is diserssion of
routing waters away from DeSoto Lake, which will be complicated and cxpensive. Therc is the
practical recognition that the current management system will not overcome these issues, [t is
imperative that we not squander opportunitics for T & E spocies recovery, in one of the few
places we have optlons, so that wo can pravide a "preforred” sport fishery,

On another 125ue, T saw no referonce to allowing small game hunting, or why it would not be
considered a compatible use. Tcan appreciate that the proximity 1o wrban populations would
create o high demand, but given ihe lack of public lands within the states of lowa and Nebraska
and the size of the area, this seems like a reasonable opportunity, It would be much easier to
support limiled small game hunting, then conversion of more area to parkland settings for
additional camping, as [ saw suggested, Ineroased development of public use facililies ultimately
leads to reduced habitat management options.

Thanlk you for this opportunity to review the CCP, ‘The Missouri River is a tremendous resource
only partially realized and the DeSoto Bend NWE. is an important component.

Sineercly,

A
A At Wﬁi’,
3, Seott Luedtke
Southcast Programs Manager

Wildlife Division
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