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Appendix K

Comments on the Draft 
Comprehensive Conservation Plan 

and Environmental Assessment

This appendix is a record of the written comments the Service  received on the Draft
Comprehensive Conservation Plan and Environmental Assessment (DCCP/EA) made available

to the public and affiliated agencies  for review and comment.

Over 200 copies of the DCCP/EA were mailed to those listed in Appendix H and to individuals
responding to news releases announcing the draft’s availability; multiple copies were sent to

several of the listed offices.  

An Open House for the public to come and visit with Service staff on the proposed plan or to
review the plan itself, was held September 7, 2000, from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the DeSoto
NWR Visitor Center. Fourteen people came and of those, four left written comments. Thirteen

comment were received by mail.  Those comments and the Open House attendance list are
presented on the following pages.  The Service’s response to all these comments are summarized

at the end of Chapter 2 of the CCP.
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Attendance Sheet
DeSoto CCP Open House

September 7, 2000

Name
Anne Carson

Ruth Stroud

Gene Beranch

George Oliver

Brent Olson

Dave Borgca

Gene Burke

Bill Burke

Helen Burke

Mary Klimek

Ken & Bonnie
Jensen

Hank & Betty
Marquardt

Address
10964 Lariat Lane

10964 Lariat Lane

29685 170th

314 E. 8th

P.O. Box 158

3117 Monroe St.

7126 N 7th Ave.

17857 Badger Ave

17857 Badger Ave

2271 Liberty Ave

2915 Westridge Dr

1903 Highway 30

City, State, Zip
Blair, NE 68008

Blair, NE 68008

Honey Creek, IA

Logan, IA

Pisgah, IA

Omaha, NE

Phoenix, AZ

Crescent, IA
51526
Crescent, IA
51526
Mo. Valley, IA
51555
Blair, NE 68008

Mo. Valley, IA
51555

Phone
426-0468

426-0468

644-3799

456-2924

614-1772

(602)371-8634

642-5082

(402)533-2065

642-2809
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Comment No. 1

Suggestions:
1. Extend public use season —  open sooner and close later.  Winter and spring fishing     
should be allowed.

2. Realign auto tour route to include road along river as far as the south boat ramps.

3. Leave enough cropland near auto tour route to be attractive to deer, turkey, etc..

4.  Open auto routes so eagles can be seen at south end from far side of the lake.

/s/ Anne Larson
     Blair, NE 

Comment No. 2

Open the entire blacktop levee road year-round. (Along the river to the south end.) More
people would use the refuge if the road was open more.

No name on the comment.

Comment No. 3

– Re-pave roads on refuge

– When reducing farm acres and converting to prairie seedings with grasses and forbs       
   begin a seed harvesting system to help other organizations (i.e., DNR, PF, CCB, etc.)

– Set up demonstration and experiment areas in the cottonwood bottomland timber sites    
  working with your local foresters to set them. Inventory sites.

– Maps look great.

– Allow recreational mushroom hunters, but enforce strongly illegal and commercial-        
  ization activities of mushroom hunters.

/s/ Brent Olson
    Pisgah, IA
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Comment No.4 

I would favor Alternative D.  If this occurs you should start opening up some land
to upland bird hunting and more public use. 

This would not negatively affect either the deer or upland game. To the contrary it
would aid both birds and deer. It is not necessary to grow crops for wildlife.  What is
needed is more HABITAT.

It would also be beneficial to all outdoor people to get Neb. and Iowa to have
reciprocal hunting privilege on DNWR land subject to usual regulations of each state. 
This would aid law enforcement of each parcel better than is now available.

/s/ Eugene F. Beranch
     Honey Creek, Iowa

Comment No. 5

The following comment was received by mail:

(Re-typed as accurately as possible to improve legibility.)
Sept.15/2000

Dear Senator Grassly:

I just finished reading this article in my Democrat. I did not know of the meeting in
Missouri Valley or I would have attended it

If this plan entails of opening the Missouri river, as the way it was before the 1952 flood,
I speak in a very negative attitude. 

That year, in April, the river flooded all the bottom land from the river to the Loess hills.
The water was up to the top of the wainscoting in all our houses in Blencoe.

Millions & millions of dollars have been spent so as to make our land productive.  My
farm borders the Missouri river and is one of the most productive in Monona County.

In 965 I was confronted by the wildlife committee to sell or give DNR 5 acres to make a
recreation park; which I did.

Now it seems all this is being turned back for wildlife.
The Loess Hills has ponds and low places for wildlife and consists of acres and acres of

unproductive land.
I am definitely against this.

Sincerely
/s/ Ethel Huff
Box 164, Blencoe, Ia.
Phone - 712-642-2086

/s/ Ethel Huff
     Blencoe, Iowa
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Letters from Agencies and Organizations
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