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Many people have contributed to this plan over
the last seven years. Several key staff positions,
including mine, have been filled by different people
during the planning period. Tom Palmer and Neil
Vincent of the Refuge staff are notable for having
been active in the planning for the entire extent.
Tom and Neil kept the details straight and the rest
of us on track throughout. Mike Brown joined the
staff in the midst of the process and contributed new
insights, analysis, and enthusiasm that kept us mov-
ing forward. Beth Kerley and John Magera pro-
vided valuable input on the industrial and public use
aspects of the plan. Although this is a refuge plan,
we received notable support from our regional office
planning staff. John Schomaker provided excep-
tional service coordinating among the multiple
interests and requirements within the Service. Jane
Hodgins edited and prepared the many documents
that were a part of the process. Jane also kept
everyone informed by keeping the planning website
current and packed with information. Her touch is
most visible to you, the reader, and we appreciate
her efforts. Jane Lardy-Nelson handled well the

many detailed and technical requirements of sub-
missions to the Service, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, and the Federal Register. Jon
Kauffeld’s and Nita Fuller’s leadership and over-
sight were invaluable. We benefited from close col-
laboration and cooperation with staff of the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources. Their staff par-
ticipated from the early days of scoping through
reviews and re-writes. We appreciate their persis-
tence, professional expertise, and commitment to
our natural resources. Finally, we value the tremen-
dous involvement of citizens throughout the plan-
ning process. We heard from visitors to the Refuge
and from people who care about the Refuge without
ever having visited. Their input demonstrated a
level of caring and thought that constantly
reminded us of our responsibility as land stewards.
We sincerely thank the individuals and groups that
were involved and contributed ideas to make this a
better plan.

Dan Frisk
Refuge Manager
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