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Unwavering
Support From All
the Players

The Federal Aid in Sport Fish and
Wildlife Restoration Programs enjoy
broad support. The programs join the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, State
fish and wildlife agencies, the firearms,
fishing tackle and boating industries,
and hunters, shooters, anglers, and
boaters in a partnership that has

@ achieved results for more than 60 years.

Working together, these groups have
accomplished what none could do
alone---restore our precious natural
heritage.

- Before the Federal Aid in Sport Fish

and Wildlife Restoration Programs, the

future looked dim for fish and wildlife.

By the early 1930's, unregulated market
hunting and destruction of habitat had
devastated many wildlife species,
including white-tailed deer, wild turkey,
and wood duck. Some species, such as
the passenger pigeon, were driven to
extinction. Conservation efforts were
limited to enforcing game laws; no funds
were available to purchase habitat or
conduct scientific research.

In an effort to establish a stable funding
mechanism to reverse the decline of
wildlife populations, the hunting
community and the firearms and
ammunition industries united in support

of an innovative program to restore
wildlife.

The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration
Act was passed by Congress in 1937. It
directed an existing federal excise tax
on firearms and ammunition to fund
State wildlife projects, enabling State
agencies to move beyond law enforce-
ment and actively restore our natural
heritage. More than $3.2 billion have
been used for wildlife since the program
was established.

"I believe the American people are in sympathy with
the efforts of our fish and game associations...The
people of this country will give wholehearted approval
to the efforts of the Congress to stay the wanton
destruction of our game life ..."

Senator Wallace H. White, Jr. (R-Maine)
August 10, 1937. Speaking to the Senate
floor in support of Federal Aid in
Wildlife Restoration Act.
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Making a Difference The Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration

Programs have made a difference
between survival and abundance for
some species. Many fish and wildlife
populations are at historically high
levels. Americans enjoy more hunting,
fishing and wildlife viewing
opportunities than ever before.

Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration
Program helps:

= Protect habitat, more than 5 million
acres have been purchased

* Monitor the status of wildlife
populations nationwide on a State-
by-State basis

= Graduate 750,000 students each
year from a hunter education
course

* Develop public shooting ranges

= Improve wildlife management
through research

Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration
Program helps:

* Improve fisheries management
through research

* Educate people about aquatic
resources

* Keep the water clean by building
2,200 pumpout stations for boat
sewage and 14,000 dump stations

* Support 624 million days of fishing
each year for both saltwater and
freshwater species

* Protect and restore aquatic habitat

Together the two programs have built
a solid base for the conservation of our
nation's fish and wildlife resources.




State fish and wildlife agencies apply
for their apportioned funds through a
grant process. States must provide at
least 25 percent of the grant project
cost, often using hunting or fishing
license revenues for the match.
Payment is made on a cost reimbursable
basis after the work is completed.

The Federal Aid in Sport Fish and
Wildlife Restoration Programs are a
tribute to the men and women who have
enjoyed and protected our outdoor
heritage through the years. Know that
with the support of the hunting,
shooting, fishing and boating
communities, these programs keep our
outdoor traditions alive.

For local

CA, HI, ID, NV, OR, WA

information, contact Eastside Federal Complex

the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service,

Division of Federal

911 NE 11th Ave.
Portland, OR 97232-4181
503/231-6128

Aid, at a Regional

Office:

AZ,NM, OK, TX

P.O. Box 1306

Albuquerque, NM 87103-1306
505/248-7450

IA, IL, IN, MI, MN, MO, OH, WI
Whipple Federal Building

Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056
612/725-3596

AK

1011 East Tudor Road
Anchorage, AK 99503-6199
907/786-3435

CO, KS, MT, ND, NE, SD, UT, W
Denver Federal Center

P.O. Box 25486

Lakewood, CO 80228

303/236-8155

CT, DC, DE, MA, MD, ME, NH, N
PA, RI, VA, VT, WV

300 Westgate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035-9589
413/253-8513

AL, AR, FL, GA,KY, LA, MS, NC,
SC, TN, VI

1875 Century Blvd.

Atlanta, GA 30345

404/679-4159

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Division of Federal Aid

4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Room 140
Arlington, VA 22203
703/358-2156



