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U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE ACQUIRES 

TRACT OF LAND ON BRICE PRAIRIE 
 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) recently acquired 75.4 acres of land 
located on Brice Prairie from the Mathy Construction Company (see enclosed map).  
This land is now part of the National Wildlife Refuge System.  
 
Future plans call for part of the land to be used as the site for the La Crosse District 
Office of the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge.  In the near 
term, the land, now in agriculture, will be restored to sand prairie.  After restoration, 
walking trails and interpretative signing are planned. 
 
Under the current farm lease, which expires in late January 2009, no hunting is 
permitted.  Because the Service assumed the terms of this lease, no hunting or trapping 
will be permitted in fall 2008.  Tract boundaries will be posted this week.   
 
The subject of future hunting and trapping on the tract will be addressed in an 
Environmental Assessment due later this year.  This document will identify several 
alternatives, including the preferred alternative, and provide the public with an 
opportunity to comment. 
 
For more information, contact the La Crosse District Office of the Upper Mississippi 
River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge at 608/783-8405.  The office is located at 555 
Lester Avenue in Onalaska, Wisc.  Office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.   
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* * * * * * * 

 
 
The Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge is the most visited 
refuge in the United States.  The refuge extends 261 miles along the Upper 
Mississippi River from Wabasha, Minn. to Rock Island, Ill., protecting and 
preserving habitat for migratory birds, fish, and a variety of other wildlife.  This 
240,000 acre refuge was established in 1924.  

 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 


