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Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge Distributes FY2005 Revenue Sharing
Payments to Saginaw County Towns

Saginaw, MI — Checks totaling $39,932 were distributed this week to the treasurers of Spaulding, Bridgeport,
James and Thomas Townships, and the City of Saginaw by Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge Manager
Steven Kahl. While Federal lands are tax exempt, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service annually shares revenues
with towns in which refuges are located. The funds distributed are based on a percentage of the current fair
market value of the properties located within the respective towns in 2004.

“Revenue sharing really is a win-win program for local townships and the refuge. The payments are one more
way Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge adds to the quality of life in Saginaw County. Although the refuge
requires little in the way of services such as schools, sewers, roads, and utilities, these payments can be used
by local communities to provide these services, and many others, to their residents. In addition, the refuge is
here as a home for wildlife and natural habitats, which families from throughout the region can come and
enjoy,” said Steve Kahl, Refuge Manager.

The distribution of funds to local municipalities is as follows: Spaulding $30,425; James $6,420; Bridgeport
$2,842; Saginaw $126; Thomas $119.

The distribution of funds occurs annually, and is calculated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Denver
Finance Center by pro-rating the funds available for payment, including both refuge receipts and a
supplemental appropriation authorized by P.L. 95-469, over all eligible areas on a national basis.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting and
enhancing fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. The
Service manages the 95-million-acre National Wildlife Refuge System, which encompasses 545 national
wildlife refuges, thousands of small wetlands and other special management areas. It also operates 69 national
fish hatcheries, 63 Fish and Wildlife Management offices and 81 ecological services field stations. The agency
enforces federal wildlife laws, administers the Endangered Species Act, manages migratory bird populations,
restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, and helps
foreign governments with their conservation efforts. It also oversees the Federal Assistance program, which
distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state fish and
wildlife agencies.

#HH#H



