Mr. Randy Moore, Forest Supervisor

Mark Twain National Forest

401 Fairgrounds Road

Rolla, Missouri 65401


Dear Mr. Moore:

This letter is in response to your April 15, 2002, amendment to the Biological Assessment on the proposed Oak Decline and Forest Health Project on the Potosi and Salem Ranger Districts in Crawford, Dent, Iron, Reynolds, Shannon, and Washington Counties, Missouri.  In a tiered biological opinion dated March 21, 2002, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) concurred that the proposed project would have no additional effects to federally listed species beyond those that were previously disclosed and discussed in the Service(s Programmatic BO of June 23, 1999.  In addition, the Service concurred that the only species that may occur within the project area are Hine(s emerald dragonfly, Mead(s milkweed, running buffalo clover, Indiana bat, gray bat, and bald eagle.  The Service concluded in the biological opinion that the preferred action is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the Indiana bat.

The Mark Twain National Forest (MTNF) has provided the Service with additional information and changes to the proposed action that were made after the tiered biological opinion was issued on March 21, 2002.   Since that time, the final recovery plan for the Hine(s emerald dragonfly was released.  The MTNF has determined that there are no activities proposed in the project area that would be inconsistent with the management direction outlined in the recovery plan.  The MTNF completed a botanical survey which has indicated that there are some stands in the action area that have potential habitat for the Mead(s milkweed.  No activity will occur in these stands.  The MTNF has also corrected acreage figures for the new old growth designation.  In alternative 2 (the preferred alternative), 5,047 acres would be designated as old growth.  This is in addition to the 17,897 acres already designated as old growth in the area. The MTNF has determined that these minor changes will not change the determinations and conclusions made in their December 20, 2001 biological assessment.

The Service has evaluated these minor changes and concurs with MTNF(s decision that this new information does not change the conclusions in its original biological assessment. We have determined that reinitiation of formal consultation is not necessary for this project. We appreciate your continued efforts to ensure that this project is consistent with all provisions outlined in the Programmatic BO.  If you have any questions regarding our response or if you need additional information, please contact Theresa Davidson at (417) 683-4428 ext. 113.

Sincerely,

Charles M. Scott 

Field Supervisor
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