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Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge Reopens for Public Use

Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge has reopened for public use. The Refuge was closed to public access in
mid-September when a virulent strain of Newcastle’s disease was identified in a sick American white
pelican captured on the refuge. Although Newcastle’s disease causes little health risk to humans, it can
potentially cause harm to domestic poultry populations. Because of this, the Refuge was closed to public
use in order to limit the possibility of spreading the disease.

No infected birds have been found on the Refuge since mid-September and disease specialists at the
National Wildlife Health Center have determined the Refuge can now be safely reopened for public use,
including the upcoming fall hunting season.

The Lost Bay Habitat Drive is open now through October 31, 2008. However, because heavy equipment
is being used on the eastern portion of the Habitat Drive to improve site conditions for an upcoming
prescribed fire, the final mile of the Habitat Drive will remain closed. A turn-around will be provided at
the site of the Maakstad Hiking Trail.

Additionally, the Refuge will expand its hunting opportunities later this fall. Concurrent with the start of
the firearms deer season (November 8), both archery deer hunting and grouse hunting will be permitted
on the same areas that are open for firearms deer hunting. Note that only non-toxic shot is allowed on the
Refuge when hunting both ruffed grouse and sharp-tailed grouse. Bag limits and season closure dates for
both deer and grouse hunting are consistent with state regulations. Muzzleloader deer hunting will also
be allowed on the Refuge from November 29 — December 14.

Because Refuge-specific hunting regulations and closed areas do exist, please obtain hunting maps and
regulations before hunting. After the regular firearms deer season, Refuge vehicle access will be more
restrictive. These vehicle restrictions will be shown on a map that can be obtained from the refuge office
or one of three Refuge kiosks.

If you need additional information on Agassiz NWR’s public use activities or would like to request
hunting maps/regulations, please call the Refuge headquarters at 218-449-4115. An additional press
release that contains more detailed information on Agassiz NWR’s new hunting opportunities will follow
in the near future.
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