17A.   Law Enforcement
In 2010, Law Enforcement Officers at the Refuge and Hobe Sound NWR worked nonstandard shifts and patrolled on foot, ATV, and four-wheeled drive vehicles along 57 miles of levee, four recreation areas, and in Everglades, cypress swamp, beach, mangrove, coastal dune, and sand pine scrub habitats.  They accessed several areas of refuge property and boundary by way of subdivisions and other private and state property.  Officers patrolled refuge waterways, state waterways and coastal waters by go-fast boats, flats boats, and airboats (Figure 58).
 
Officers also patrolled by airboats and other motorboats along 57 miles of canal and 143,000 acres of Everglades habitats at the refuge, as well as areas adjacent to the refuge and along coastal lands and waters in Broward, Martin, Palm Beach and St. Lucie counties while conducting Manatee Speed Zone enforcement, monitoring sea turtle activities for poaching, enforcing Migratory Bird Act violations, and assisting other agencies such as Immigration and Customs Enforcement , Customs and Border Protection and state and local departments. 

[image: ]
Figure xx. Officers Calvert and Border Patrol Agents after a border conference and patrol.





Waterfowl hunting, fishing and boating are very popular on the refuge.  Officers regularly conducted boating safety equipment and boating under the influence (B.U.I.) checks during boat patrols and during boat ramp inspections.  Fishing licenses and daily bag limit compliance checks were also frequently conducted, with numerous violations being detected.

Officers worked nonstandard shifts with patrols, surveillance and plain clothes law enforcement activities being conducted 24 hours a day. Officers kept busy throughout the day and night with a variety of enforcement issues including possession and sale of narcotics, firearms, illegal taking and harassment of wildlife and plants, burglaries, larcenies, thefts, vandalisms, trespassing, vehicle and boating violations, hunting and fishing, manatee zone enforcement, search and rescue, and assisting other agencies and visitors. Officers investigated Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), Endangered Species Act and Lacey Act violations both on and off refuge and made many cases. Some cases were referred to the Office of LE for further investigation (see Table 23). Officers patrolled by air at both Loxahatchee and Hobe Sound NWR’s for illegal activity including marijuana cultivation. 

Officers maintained excellent relations with the federal court system in West Palm Beach, Ft. Lauderdale and Ft. Pierce, as well as other state and federal agencies.  Supervisory Officer Bill Calvert maintained liaison and worked closely with the U.S. Magistrates in each district, U.S. Attorney’s Office, Clerks Office, Federal probation office, U.S. Marshals Service and Department of Homeland Security.

Officers are also cross designated U.S. Customs Officers and members of the Blue Lightning Task Force. Officers on task force operations may board, search and seize vessels and aircraft of suspected traffickers in drugs and illegal immigrants entering the country by water or air.
    
Officer Calvert also maintained liaison and worked closely with the Drug Enforcement Administration, Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms, Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission, and local sheriff’s agencies. 

Officers utilize the Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission, Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office, the Jupiter Island Police Department, the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, and the United States Customs Service sector for communications, dispatching and warrant, criminal, photo, and vehicle/vessel checks. 
         
Officers also utilize Mobile Data Terminals (MDT’s) in their patrol vehicles through an agreement with the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office. The MDT’s allow officers to access criminal, warrant, driver’s and vehicle/vessel information through computers mounted in the patrol vehicle. 
  
Officers regularly appeared in United States District Court to provide testimony at trial, during initial appearances, sentencing, bond hearings, motion hearings, and all other hearings related to specific cases.  They served arrest warrants during the year and the complex still maintains a back log of warrants needing to be served. 

Officers maintained an excellent working relationship with Division of Law Enforcement agents in Miami and Orlando, coordinating off-refuge law enforcement activities and working several cases with the agents. Officers conducted several search & rescue operations throughout the year and provided assistance, whether medical or of an interpretive nature, to the visiting public. 

Officers maintained a cache of seized evidence from offenses that have occurred. Officers utilized DNA evidence frequently in prosecuting crimes. DNA Labs of Deerfield Beach, Florida is a private DNA Laboratory recommended by the United States Attorney’s Office and is utilized frequently. 

The Loxahatchee and Hobe Sound refuge complex has an Emergency 800 number, where
the public can call and report emergencies and violations.  Officers responded to 105
calls for assistance or law enforcement action that were received on the complex
emergency number. The calls for service ranged from reports of violations and search and
rescues to stranded boaters and visitors locked behind refuge gates. Other agencies also
utilize the emergency number to report incidents to Officers that are called in to the 911
dispatchers.

Personnel:

Law Enforcement staffing at the refuge has steadily declined from a high of 10 officers (three full time LEO’s, four dual-function LEO’s and three seasonal LEO’s) in 1999, and a case load of over 900 cases and incidents down to a staffing of three full time LEO’s in the complex, (two at Loxahatchee and one at Hobe Sound) and a 2006 case load of 504 cases and incidents (Table 23). Seasonal LEO’s were phased out by the Service in 2003. 
The full time LE Officer position at Hobe Sound was abolished, which will further strain the complex’s law enforcement staff. Criminal activity and incidents have steadily risen, while staffing has fallen.

Currently the refuge complex has two full time Law Enforcement Officers, Supervisory Park Ranger(LE) William Calvert and Park Ranger(LE) Scott Engstler (Figure 60; Table 22).                  

 Title		            	     Name		  Grade
	Supervisory Park Officer(LE)
	William Calvert
	GS-0025-11/12

	Park Officer (LE)
	Scott Engstler
	GS-0025-5/7/9   

	Park Officer (LE)
	Vacant
	GS-0025-07   (Hobe Sound NWR)

	Park Officer (LE) Seasonal
	Vacant	
	GS-0025-05    









SERVICE HONOR GUARD:

On February 23, 2010, Officer Calvert responded to Atlanta, GA to attend and participate in funeral ceremonies after the death of FWS Director Sam Hamilton. 

As a result of Director Hamilton’s death a National Service Honor Guard was formed and made up of Uniformed Service Law Enforcement Officers from around the country. Officer Calvert was nominated and chosen to be one 15 new members on the first Service Honor Guard in the Service’s 107 years. 

In July 2010, Service Honor Guard (SHG) members travelled to Somerset, PA to begin basic training with the United States Border Patrol (USBP) Honor Guard. SHG members drilled, marched, and conducted line of death funeral functions, including Honor Watch, Color Guard, Casket Detail, Flag Folding, Rifle Team and family services as part of basic training for two weeks. A graduation ceremony was held by USBP Washington Office Agents. SHG members will continue to train for one week on a quarterly basis. 

  

SHG Members then attended the North American Wildlife Enforcement Officers Association conference and assisted the Pennsylvania Game Commission Honor Guard with ceremonies. The Service Honor Guard then participated in and provided Rifle Team 3 shot volley, wreath laying and honor watch at the Flight 93 memorial and Pennsylvania State Game lands dedication to USFWS Law Enforcement Officer Richard Guadagno who perished on Flight 93 on September 11, 2001. 

                 

Since July, SHG members have responded to line of duty deaths involving United States Border Patrol Agents, a Pennsylvania Game Warden, and a Maine Game Warden. SHG members have also provide services after the death of FWS Refuge Manager Lake Lewis in Arkansas, color guard at the Fallen Comrades Memorial at the National Conservation Training Center in Shepherdstown, WV. 


Training:

On March 6 through March 13, 2010, Officers Engstler and Calvert traveled to Jackson, MS for the Region 4 annual law enforcement in-service training. 

Officer Calvert continued as the FWS Coordinator for the Department of Homeland Security’s Blue Lightning Task Force and worked with local Customs and Border Protection officers gathering intelligence. 

In October, Officer Calvert travelled to Orlando, FL for one week of Honor Guard in-service training. 

In August, Officer Calvert and Engstler traveled to Naples and the Collier County Sheriff’s Office range to conduct semi-annual firearms qualifications.
  
Figure xx. Officers from the South Florida Zone on the range in Collier County. 

Field Training and Evaluation Program:

Supervisory Law Enforcement Officer and Field Training Officer Calvert hosted and trained one new law enforcement officer in 2010. The Field Training Program consists of 10 weeks of training and evaluating new officers broken in to three Phases. Phase One consists of four weeks of training with the primary FTO, Phase Two consists of four weeks with the secondary FTO, and Phase Three consists of two weeks of evaluation only back with the Primary FTO. The Trainee/Officer is tasked with applying in the field with what he/she has learned during basic training. 


The Trainee/Officers are graded daily on 33 standard guidelines, from officer safety, investigative skills, tactical operations, stress levels and acceptance of feedback, suspect control, to knowledge of criminal law and procedures, as well as reporting writing, uniform appearance, driving and the ability to establish and build rapport with fellow officers and agents from within and other agencies. 

Trainee Law Enforcement Officer Ryan Maier, from Crystal River NWR complex began Phase One of field training with Officer Calvert on January 8, 2010 and completed and graduated Phase Three and the FTEP Program on March 27, 2010. Officer Maier came to FWS with six years of law enforcement experience as a Law Enforcement Officer with the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission.  He was introduced to a variety of law enforcement incidents and situations and graded daily. 
                                      
                    
Figure xx. Trainee Law Enforcement Officer Ryan Maier and Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission Officer interviewing subjects apprehended illegally taking clams at Hobe Sound NWR. 








Assault and Interference on Officers:
On June 19, 2010, Officer Engstler conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle for trespassing and determined the driver was driving while intoxicated. Officer Engstler contacted Broward Sheriff’s Office(BSO) to have a DUI Unit respond and take the DUI case. After the BSO Deputy arrived, filed sobriety tests were conducted and the driver was determined to be intoxicated. The subject was arrested and began leveling threats at the BSO Deputy and Officer Engstler. The subject then kicked officer Engstler in the leg. The subject was transported to the Broward County Jail and charged with driving while intoxicated and refusal to submit to a breath test. 

The driver was also charged in Federal Court with Assault on a Federal Officer and was convicted on October 6, 2010 of the assault charge. The subject was sentenced to 30 days in Federal prison.

During 2010, Officers charged four separate suspects with interfering with a law enforcement officer. These violations included resisting arrest, fleeing and violating lawful orders. 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act Violations:

Officer Calvert continued an investigation referred by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to the FWS regarding a grounds keeper at a North Broward County Park that had covered up a Burrowing Owl nest with three eggs in the nest, on a soccer field. Several witnesses observed the offense. 

On April 28, 2010, Officer Calvert received a request for assistance from the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission (FFWCC) in the shooting of a hawk. A homeowner was suspected of killing a red tail hawk and burying it in his backyard. FFWCC officers found the burial spot and retrieved the hawk. The hawk was examined by FFWCC forensics and was found to have five pellets from a shotgun shell. Officer Calvert and FFWCC investigators interviewed witnesses and the subjects at the home. All the subjects at the residence denied any wrongdoing and stated they found the hawk dead and buried it. Neighbors stated they observed the hawk in the suspects backyard and heard a shot and observed the hawk fall. A shotgun was seized but could not be matched to the shells. For a lack of evidence, no one has been charged. The case is still open and under investigation. 

    


                            
Figure xx. Red tailed hawk found buried in backyard of a homeowner and the x-ray confirming the presence of shotgun pellets. 


Migratory Bird Hunting Violations:

The refuge hosted a waterfowl hunt meeting with area hunters in August . This meeting was the fourth held since participation dwindled in 1999. About 15 hunters attended and several issues from hunt hours to types of boats allowed were discussed.  

Officers worked several migratory bird cases in 2010. Officers patrolled refuge lands and areas adjacent to the refuge to enforce MBTA regulations and hunter compliance. 

Dove season opened on October 2, 2010 and Officer Calvert worked off-refuge lands surrounding the refuge. Few hunters were detected and dove hunting was slow for the second year in a row.  

On opening day, Officer Calvert observed approximately 30 hunters in sugar cane fields adjacent to the refuge and sunset. Officer Calvert heard many shots but observed no doves. Officer Calvert observed a flooded field adjacent to the hunters that hosted several thousand Wood Storks, Roseate Spoonbills and Ibis. As the sunset Officer calvert observed many of the birds from the flooded field flying northwest over the group of hunters. It was at this time Officer Calvert observed that the hunters were shooting at the large wading birds. Due to the number of hunters, Officer Calvert was able to observe only one subject shoot at a flock of four Wood Storks and strike one. The subject was charged with the illegal taking of a migratory bird and shooting after the legal shooting hours of sunset. 

                  

Figure xx. Flooded field containing thousands of woodstorks, roseate spoonbills and ibis. Hunters would later shoot at these birds as the flew northwest at sunset on opening day of dove season.

Officer’s Engstler and Calvert charged several subjects during the year for violations on the refuge including failure to tag migratory birds, take over the limit of waterfowl, taking waterfowl with unplugged shotgun, taking waterfowl in violation of refuge hunt permits, possession of loaded and uncased firearms, taking waterfowl without a Federal Duck Stamp and taking waterfowl with an unsigned Federal Duck Stamp. 

                          
Figure xx. Shotgun and shells seized in a migratory bird case for taking waterfowl with a shotgun capable of holding more than three shells.

                                        Endangered Species and Lacey Act Violations

On March 4, 2010, Officer Calvert, South Florida Zone Officer Lester Pulley and Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission Captain Jeff Ardelean met at the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge in West Palm Beach to present awards from the Service to Palm Beach Police Officers Bruce Radi and Adam Pina for their outstanding investigative and observation skills and assistance in a sea turtle egg poaching case on May 8, 2009. Officer Calvert prosecuted the case in Federal Court. In that case BRUCE BIVINS was indicted on Felony Lacey Act and Endangered Species violations for the taking and transportation of 119 sea turtle eggs. BIVINS pled guilty on August 25, 2009 and was sentenced to 24 months in prison to be followed by three years of supervised release.  As a special condition of his supervised release after his release from prison, BIVINS was ordered not go within one mile of any U. S. seashore, including any beaches in the State of Florida.

  
Figure xx. (l to r) South Florida Zone Officer Lester Pulley, Officer Calvert and Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission Captain Jeff Ardelean present awards to Palm Beach Police Officers Adam Pina and Bruce Radi at the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge. 

During the months of March through September, Supervisory Law Enforcement Officer Calvert, and state investigators monitored county beaches for sea turtle egg poaching activity. Palm Beach County has a large black market for the eggs that is usually connected to drug activity. Officer Calvert spent several nights watching known poaching areas at Hobe Sound NWR and along beaches in north Palm Beach County. Officer Calvert’s investigations have led to several high profile federal convictions of at least three sea turtle egg poachers in the last five years, totaling 15 years in Federal prison.
During nesting season in 2010, several incidents involving the taking of sea turtle eggs were reported.

On August 27, 2010 at 02:17 hours a Juno Beach Police Officer observed a black male riding a bike on Ocean Drive that displayed no visible lights as required by state of Florida law. The Juno Beach Officer observed the subject in possession of a small backpack, bag or wadded up clothing. The officer attempted to stop the subject and the subject fled on foot, dropping his bicycle. The subject fled on foot into a condominium complex. Juno Beach Officers set up a perimeter and later apprehended the subject after he climbed over a wall. Juno Beach arrested the subject and charged him with prowling and resisting arrest. 

The subject was identified as KENNETH CORNELIUS COLEMAN. The officer’s observed that he was in possession of an LED flashlight, an open ended wrench and a second wrench tied to his bicycle. The officer’s searched COLEMAN and observed that his clothes were wet, his pockets contained beach sand, and his body was covered in beach sand. The officers thought that COLEMAN may have been digging in the sand. A criminal history check revealed that COLEMAN had a prior arrest for illegally taking sea turtle eggs. 

At Approximately 03:30 am, Officer Calvert and Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission (FFWCC) investigators received a call from Juno Beach Police. Officer Calvert responded and met with FFWCC investigators at the Juno Beach Police station. Officer Calvert and FFWCC did not interview COLEMAN. Using a FFWCC K-9, they searched the beach, and tracked the area of the initial stop and the condominium complex. 

FFWCC K-9 Officer and Officer Calvert searched the perimeter of the complex and at 
approximately 08:30, the FFWCC K-9 Officer shouted that he had found a red duffle bag in the vegetation along the east wall of the condos, about 50 yards south of where COLEMAN was last seen by the Juno Beach PD Officer entering the condos at 02:17 hours. 
   

Figure xx. Red duffle bag containing 123 sea turtle eggs found by officers in sea turtle egg poaching case.

Officer Calvert photographed the scene and retrieved the bag. Inside the bag were 123 sea turtle eggs. Officer Calvert contacted the United States Attorney and a criminal complaint was drafted charging COLEMAN with one felony count of violating the Lacey Act by knowingly engaging in conduct that involved the intent to sell wildlife with a market value in excess of $350.00, sea turtle eggs, and did transport said wildlife knowing that                  said wildlife was taken in violation of and in a manner unlawful under the laws of the United States, and with two counts of violation of the Endangered Species Act, knowingly taking a threatened species and knowingly possessing a threatened species, sea turtle eggs. 

                      
Figure xx. 123 sea turtle eggs seized in 2010 illegal taking and transport for sale case. 

I retained (12) sea turtle eggs for species identification testing at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) laboratory in Charleston, S.C., and transferred (111) sea turtle eggs to FFWCC for re-burial. The eggs were re-buried at N26.872005569 and W 80.049893152 near Mercury Rd. in Juno Beach. 

On August 27, 2010, the United States Magistrate signed the criminal complaint and arrest warrant for COLEMAN and a detainer was placed on him at the Palm Beach County Jail, and on August 30, 2010 the United States Magistrate signed a DNA search warrant for the taking of saliva and skin cells from COLEMAN to compare with DNA found on the red duffle bag, sea turtle eggs, shirt and a probe found on the beach. 

After Officer Calvert served the DNA search warrant on COLEMAN and obtained samples of his DNA, COLEMAN appeared in front of the United States Magistrate for his initial appearance.  On September 2, 2010, Officer Calvert testified before the Federal Grand Jury as to the facts of the case and COLEMAN was indicted on the Felony lacey Act and Endangered Species violations. At a subsequent detention hearing, COLEMAN was found to be a danger to the community and flight risk and held in jail until trial. 

December 3, 2010, DNA results from evidence submitted to DNA Labratories in Deerfield Beach, Florida, showed control samples taken from COLEMAN pursuant to search warrant matched the DNA found on the cloth bag and shirt. 

December 16, 2010, COLEMAN pled guilty to Felony Lacey Act and Endangered Species Act charges and on February 11, 2011, COLEMAN was sentenced to 30 months in Federal prison, followed by 3 years supervised release.

                
Figure xx. Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission investigators and Officer Calvert pose for a victory photograph after the sea turtle eggs were found and KENNETH COLEMAN was charged.

Officers investigated several alligator taking, feeding and harassing cases during the year resulting in many individuals being charged by either FWS or the Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission. (Figure xx). Officers Calvert and Engstler worked many late nights together with Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission officers at the Loxahatchee Road entrance of the refuge. The area is a favorite for late night activities, including illegal drug use and sale, alcohol abuse, firearms, large parties involving juveniles, vandalism and motor vehicle violations. The area is also favored for the harassment, feeding and taking of alligators for fun. Officers charged subjects 2 subjects in different incidents with taking American alligators. Officers also charged 11 subjects in separate incidents with feeding and harassing alligators. 
                                
Figure xx. This American Alligator was illegally caught by a group of 8 subjects at the Loxahatchee Road area of the refuge. 
Manatee Protection Zone Violations:

During 2010, Officers issued 12 violation notices for manatee protection zone violations in coastal waters of Palm Beach and Martin Counties (Figures 65 - 68). Officers also made over 40 educational stops. No large manatee zone/marine enforcement details occurred during the year due to lack off staffing at both the FWS and FWC levels.

 
Figure xx. Officers Engstler and Calvert on patrol along the Intracoastal Waterway at Hobe Sound. 



Other Natural Resource and Weapons Violations:

In August 2010, a fisherman fishing along the bank at the Loxahatchee Road entrance, reported to Officer Engstler the presence of an oil sheen near a water control structure. The structure had been recently rehabilitated by the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD). Officer Engstler observed a fuel sheen on the water near the bank. The incident was reported to the SFWMD, who advised after inpection that nothing was present. A month later the sheen was reported again and observed by Officers Engstler and Calvert. The sheen smelled strongly of diesel fuel. During the rehab of the structure, contractors used heavy equipment and fuel tanks and drums were present on site, as evidenced from construction photos subpoenaed from the SFWMD. Over the next several months a criminal investigation into the source of the fuel was opened by Officer Calvert. The sheen and fuel bubbling out of the ground in 6-12 inches of water in the same area, was observed daily by Officers and documented by photographs. The SFWMD and the contractor hired by the SFWMD to rehab the structure denied the presence of any sheen or fuel. 

The Environmental Protection Agency Criminal Investigative Division (EPACID)was called in to assist. EPACID agents also observed the sheen. It was unknown whether a container had been buried or a spill had occurred. Officers Engstler and Calvert took water samples with the stations water quality staff, along with core samples, and results showed the presence of processed diesel fuel. After several months and testing, in December 2010, the SFWMD began digging in the area of the sheen and discovered that fuel had been spilled. The area was declared clean in January 2011. No charges were filed.  

[image: ] 
Figure xx. Diesel fuel sheen at the Loxahatchee Road entrance area. 

In February 2010, the regulations governing firearms possession changed to include an exemption for visitors to National Wildlife Refuges and National Parks, that carried firearms in compliance with the laws of the state in which the National Wildlife Refuge or National Park unit was located. In Florida, and at Loxahatchee and Hobe Sound NWRs, the change meant that as long as a visitor possessed a valid state concealed weapons permit or was carrying in compliance with Florida law, they were exempt from the Title 50 CFR, Section 27.41 regulation that prohibited the possession of firearms. Possession is still prohibited in Federal buildings. As a result, only two subjects were charged with possession of a firearm prior to the new rule taking effect. Officers did encounter multiple individuals throughout 2010 with concealed firearms that were in compliance with state law. 
       
Fishing violations remain very common, with officers investigating 62 fishing violations throughout the year, including license, over the limit, spear fishing and permit violations 

At Hobe Sound NWR, Officer Engstler monitored the illegal take and transport for sale of Palmetto Berries, but no cases were made in 2010. Palmetto Berries are harvested, usually by undocumented aliens, and sold to dealers for the extract. The extract is then sold worldwide in many different forms as a preventative to prostate cancer. However, federal and state lands have an abundance of saw palmettos, but it is illegal to harvest the berries from federal or state lands.

In July 2010, Officer Calvert assisted Officers at the Florida Keys NWR’s during the state of Florida’s mini-lobster season, which attracts thousands of divers from across the United States every year for the two day season. Hundreds of violations were reported from all the agencies involved, including USFWS, Florida Fish & Wildlife, US Coast Guard and the Monroe County Sheriff’s Office. 

[image: ] [image: ]
Figure xx.  (l to r) Officer Calvert and Officer Jon Costello from Florida Panther NWR,  boarded many boats in the Florida Keys during the annual two day lobster season, resulting in these over the limit violations.

Illegal Narcotics and Alcohol Involved Cases

Officers investigated 12 incidents involving illegal drugs, where 15 were charged with a violation. Most cases involved the illegal use or possession of marijuana prescription narcotics. Two cases involved the possession of cocaine.

 [image: ]  [image: ]
Figures xx. Cocaine found by Officer Ryan Maier in an air conditioning vent after a traffic stop for trespassing and traffic violations. 

Several subjects were charged with open containers of alcohol in motor vehicles and for public intoxication. 
         

            [image: ]
Figures xx. Officer Ryan Maier runs checks through dispatch during a traffic stop during Phase One of Field Training. 





Auto Theft, Auto Burglaries, Thefts, Vandalisms, Assaults, Disorderly Conduct:

Officers are still investigating burglaries, larcenies and vandalisms that occurred from 2006 to 2009. Officers Engstler and Calvert investigated 10 incidents involving vehicles that were burglarized in 2010. DNA swabs and latent prints are processed at the scene, by officers but revealed little evidentiary value.  Several other leads were followed, including video from the refuge entrance station and video surveillance from stores and banks where credit cards and check cashing was attempted. Officers worked closely with local agencies and loss prevention investigators. 

Evidence at each scene suggests that the suspect(s) are watching the parking areas and where victims store their items in the vehicles. At each incident, the window closest to the item stolen was the only window broken and the doors were never unlocked. 

[image: ] [image: ]
     
Figure xx. (l to r) Vehicles burglarized at the Marsh Trail. 

Victims in each incident have been very helpful in each investigation by providing information on time, date and location of usage from their credit card companies and banks. Without the victims consent and assistance, Officers would have to obtain subpoenas and warrants.
 
Several cases have been referred to other agencies due to the fraud perpetrated by the suspects by using stolen credit cards and checks, however, the cases have yet to be solved. The burglaries are very random with no discernible pattern established (Figure xx). 
                         











On December 15, 2010, Officer Calvert investigated a vehicle found abandoned in the sand pit at Hobe Sound NWR. A computer check of the registration revealed the vehicle had been reported stolen out of Port St. Lucie, Florida, north of the Refuge. The unknown suspects who had stolen the vehicle got stuck in the sand after travelling off-road. The suspects locked up the vehicle and left the area. The owner was contacted and found to also himself have a warrant for his arrest. The vehicle was impounded. 

[image: ]  [image: ]
Figure xx. Stolen vehicle found in the sand pit area of Hobe Sound NWR. 

                   [image: ]
Figure xx. Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Deputy and Officer Calvert investigate a stolen van found along the Loxahatchee NWR boundary. 

 





Gang Activity

Palm Beach County is home to more than 160 gangs with over 7000 members. Some call a single city home while others operate county wide. A majority of the gangs in Palm Beach County are local/non-tradition types of gangs. They are named after a specific neighborhood, local street, or park. They include Monroe Heights Posses, Haitian Posse, B-Town Boys, Top 6, Jack Boys, Buckwild, 40 Boyz, Sandcastle Soldiers, Fuck da Police, Crazy White Boys. These gangs normally do not have any affiliation with national recognized gangs. Nationally recognized gangs located in Palm Beach County are part of a national gang and are very structured and designed more like a real organization. They include Bloods, Crips, Latin Kings, Gangster Disciples, Outlaws, Sur 13, Mexican Mafia, 18th Street, La Famalia, etc.

Gang activity at both Loxahatchee and Hobe Sound NWR’s has been limited to vandalism, such as street signs, as shown below. However most gang members in Palm Beach County are armed and the majority of the over 100 murders in the county are gang related. 
              

Motor Vehicle and Boating Violations:

Officers investigated 73 motor vehicle violations in 2010. Violations included Driving While Intoxicated, reckless and careless operation, speeding, suspended and revoked driver licenses, failure to display a license on request of an officer, registration violations, displaying tags from another vehicle and blocking roadways and trails. 

Officers also investigated 29 boating violations on the refuge. Violations included reckless operation, wake zone violations, unregistered vessel and USCG safety violations. 

                                   
Trespassing violations:

Another common occurrence on the refuge was trespassing, by any means. From pets on the refuge to not paying the required entrance fee, unlawfully transferring passes, trespassing violations continue to be an issue and usually result in much larger violations. Officers investigated a total of 89 trespassing violations, including failure to pay the entrance fee, trespassing after hours, entering a closed area, and pets.

Illegal Aliens:

Officers regularly come in contact with undocumented aliens while performing their duties. These contacts usually result in much time spent because these individuals usually have no identification, operate motor vehicles without licenses, fish without licenses and officers routinely contact Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs & Border Protection (CBP) to run immigration computer checks. 

  
Figure xx.  Officer Engstler finishes charging documents for five suspected illegal aliens before being turned over to U.S. Border Patrol. 

U.S. Border Patrol Agents responded on five different incidents to take custody of illegal aliens contacted for violations by FWS Officers. 

Four undocumented aliens were deported after appearing in U.S. District Court for offenses that occurred on Refuge lands.
  
During 2010, Officers attended Border Meetings as part of the Border Lands Management Task Force. Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Border Patrol, facilitated the meetings which involved the USFWS, National Park Service and Border Patrol.  The task force was set up to resolve border and undocumented alien issues on and affecting federal lands. 
Florida Panther west of Panther NWR. During the search warrant operation, two trucks were searched and a residence belonging to two suspects in the case. Weapons, illegal drugs, large amounts of cash and unlawful deer meat were found. Charges are pending against both subjects for Endangered Species and Lacey Act criminal violations. 

             
Aircraft incidents

Low flying aircraft and unlawful landings are a regular occurrence at the refuge. There are many small airstrips within subdivisions and small airports in the area. Instructors use the airspace above the refuge for training and helicopter schools use the levees and interior sections for landing and take-off practice. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) charts do recommend an altitude of 2,000 feet over the refuge. Officers are occasionally able to obtain aircraft numbers and contact the pilots, owners and the FAA. Also there is a heightened security issue as intelligence is suggesting that trafficking in narcotics and humans may be moving more towards airborne trafficking. 

                
Figure xx.  Officer Calvert photographed this seaplane just after takeoff from Loxahatchee NWR. 

During 2010, several incidents involving low flying aircraft and unlawful landing of aircraft and seaplanes were documented, however no criminal cases were opened. 



Search and Rescues:

Officers conducted 2 Search & Rescue operations during 2010, involving boaters and canoeist who were either disabled or lost. 


Boundary Issues:

Officer Calvert continued investigated and documenting boundary encroachment issues at Hobe Sound NWR where residents have removed boundary and survey markers, cut native plants on refuge property and planted grass or built building and enclosures. Over ten properties have been identified and Officers spent several weeks surveying, walking and marking boundary. Letters from the Town of Jupiter Island and the FWS have been sent to residents in violation to be followed up by restoration and possibly criminal action and restitution. 






THE LAST WORD

     
Figure xx.  Officer Engstler performing guard duty for alligators while divers are in the water at Loxahatchee Road boat ramps. 

  

                                             
Table 23. Violations, Offenses and Incidents at Loxahatchee and Hobe Sound NWR’s as reported to the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the 2010 Uniform Crime Report:
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