
BIRDS  OF THE

LONG LAKE  National Wildlife Refuge

The following checklist  includes 308 birds. Species that are known to nest on the Refuge are noted with a bullet (o ).  Most of
the species listed have been seen on the Refuge.  Those species known to occur in the vicinity that have not actually been
sighted on the Refuge are noted in italics.  Visitors are encouraged to report new or noteworthy observations to Refuge staff. 
All species names are in accordance with the American Ornitho logist, Union, 1998.  Check-list of North  American Birds, 7th

ed. Am. Orn ithol.  Union, Washington, D.C.   For clarity,  some of the former names of bird species are shown in parentheses.

Bird species listed as “Accidentals” have been sighted once or only a few times and the Refuge is outside of their  normal
range.

Seasons

Since many birds are mig ratory, their  seasonal occurrence and relative abundance are noted as follows:

SP-Spring March-May
S—Summ er June-August
F—F all     September-November
W– Winter Decem ber-February

Seasonal Abundance

c    common certa in to be seen in suitable habitat.

u     uncommon presen t, but not certa in to be seen

r    rare seen at intervals of  2 to 5 years

(i)  irregular indicates a species which is irregular during at least one season

o    denotes a species that nests  on the Refuge

o denotes a species that likely nested on the Refuge histo rically,  but does not pres ently nest on the Refuge

E threatened and endangered species in the United States

Common  Bird Name SP S F W

Loons
— Comm on Loon r
Grebes
—• Clark’s Grebe u u u
—• Eared Grebe c c c

—• Horned Grebe u u u

—• Pied-billed Grebe c c c

— Red-necked Grebe r r

—• Western Grebe c c c

Pelicans
—NAmerican White Pelican c c c
Cormo rants
—• Doub le Creste d Corm orant c c c
Bitterns, Herons, an d Egrets
—• American Bittern c c c
— Least Bittern r r r
—• Black-crowned Night-Heron c c c
— Yellow-crowned Night Heron r r r
— Great Blue Heron c u c
— Green Heron r r r

Common  Bird Name SP S F W

— Little blue Heron r r r
—• Cattle Egret c c c
— Great E gret u u c
—• Snow y Egret r u r
Ibises a nd Sp oonb ills

—• W hite-f aced Ibis u u u
New World Vultures

— Turkey Vulture u u u u

Swans, Geese, and Ducks

—NTrumpeter Swan r
— Tundra Swan u c
—• Canada Goose c c c u
— Cackling Goose c c
— Greater White-fronted Goose c c
— Snow Goo se (Snow & Blue) c r c
— Ross’ Goose u u
— American Black Duck r  r
—• Gad wall c c c
—• Mallard c c c u
—• Nor thern  Pinta il c c c
—• Northern Shoveler c c c



Common  Bird Name SP S F W

—• Blue -wing ed T eal c c c
—• Cinn am on T eal r r r
—• Gre en-w inged  Tea l c u c
—• American Wigeon c u c
—• Ruddy Duck c c c
—• Wood Duck u u u
—• Canvasback c c c
—• Redhead c c c
—• Ring-necked Duck c r c
— Greater Scaup r r
—• Lesser Scaup c u c
—• Bufflehead c u c
— Comm on Goldeneye c c r
— W hite-winged Scoter r
— Comm on Merganse r c u r
—• Hooded M erganser u r u
— Red-breasted M erganser r r
Osprey, Kites,  Hawks, and Eagles

— E Bald Eagle c c r

— Golden Eagle u r u u

—• Northern Harrier c c c r

—• Cooper’s Hawk u u u

— Northern Goshawk r r r

— Sharp-shinned Hawk u r u

— Broad-winged Hawk r r

—• Ferruginous Hawk u u u

—• Red-tailed Hawk c c c r

— Rough-legged Hawk u u u

—• Swainson’s Hawk u u u

— Osp rey r r
Falcons and Caracaras
— GyrFalcon r
—• Am erica n Kestrel u u r

— Merlin u u r

— Peregrine Falcon r r

— Prairie Falcon u r u r
Gallinaceous Bi rds

— " Greater Prairie-Chicken r r r r
—• Sharp-tailed Grouse c c c c
—• Gray Partridge c c c c
—• Ring-ne cked  Pheas ant c c c c
— " W ild Tu rkey u u u u
Rails

—• Am erican C oot c c c
—• Sora c c c
—• Virgin ia Ra il u u u
—• Yellow  Rail r r r
Cranes
— " Sandhill Crane c r c
—" EWhooping Crane r r
Plovers
— American G olden Plover r r
— Black-bellied Plover r r
—• Killdeer c c c
—•E Piping Plover u u u

Common  Bird Name SP S F W
— Semipalmated Plover u u
—• Snowy Plover r r r
Stilts and Avocets
—• Am erican A vocet c c c
Sandpipers and Phalaropes
— Huds onian G odwit r
—• Marble d God wit c c c
— " Long-billed Curlew r
— W him brel r
— Greater Yellowlegs u u u
— Lesser Yellowlegs c u c
—• W illet c c c
—• Spotted Sandpiper c c c
— Solitary Sandpiper u u u
— Red-necked Phalarope u u
—• Wilson’s Phalarope c c c
— Long-billed Dowitcher c c c
— Short-billed Dowitcher u u u
— Stilt Sandpiper u u u
—• Wilson’s Snipe u u u
— Red K not r r r
— Ruddy Turnstone u u
— Dunlin u u
— Sanderling u u u
— Baird’s Sandpiper c u u

— Buff-breasted Sandpiper r r

— Least Sandpiper c c c

— Pectoral Sandpiper u u

— Semipalm ated Sandpiper c u c

—• Upland Sandpiper c c c

— W estern Sandpiper r r r

— W hite-rumped Sand piper c u r

Skuas, J aegers, Gulls,  and Terns

— Bon aparte’s G ull r r r

— Calif ornia  Gull u r u

—• Fran klin’s  Gull c c c

— Her ring G ull c r u

— Lesser B lack -Billed  Gull r

—• Ring -billed  Gull c c c

—• Black Tern  c c c

— Caspian Tern r r

—• Comm on Tern c u c

—• Forster’s Tern c c c

— Least Tern r

Pigeons and Doves
—• Mourning Dove c c c r
—• Rock Pigeon u u u u

Cuck oos a nd Anis
—• Blac k-bille d Cu cko o (i) u u u
— Yellow-billed Cuckoo r

Typic al Ow ls
— " Burr owing Ow l r r
—• Gre at Ho rned  Owl c c c c
— Long-ea red O wl r r r r
— Eas tern S cree ch O wl r r r r



Common  Bird Name SP S F W

— Northern Saw-whet Owl r r
— Northern Hawk Owl r
—• Sho rt-ea red O wl (i) c c c r
— Sno wy Ow l  (i) u r u

Barn O wls
— Barn Owl r r

Nightjars
—• Common Nighthawk u u u
— W hip-p oor-will r

Swifts
— Chim ney Swift r r r

Hummingbirds
— Ruby-throated Humm ingbird r r r

Kingfish ers
— Belted Kingfisher u r u

Woo dpecke rs
—• Northern Flicker c u c u
—• Downy W oodpecker u u u u
—• Hairy Woo dpecker u u u u
—• Red-headed W oodpecker r r r
— Red-bellied Woodpecker r r
— Yellow-bellied Sapsucker u u u  

Tyrant F lycatchers
—• Eastern Kingbird c c c
—• W estern Kingbird c c c

— Alder Flycatcher r r
— Great Crested Flycatcher r r
—• Least Flycatcher r r r
— Olive-sided Flycatcher r r r
— Yellow-bellied Flycatcher r r
—• W illow Flycatcher u u u
— Eastern Wood Pewee r
—• Eastern Phoebe r r r
—• Say’s Phoebe u u u

Shrikes
— Northern Shrike u u u
—• Loggerhead Shrike u u u

Vireos
— Blue-headed Vireo r r
— Philadelphia Vireo r r r
— Red-eyed Vireo u u u
—• Warbling Vireo r r r
— Yellow-throated Vireo r r r
Crows, Jays, and Magpies
—• American Crow  c u c u
— Blue  Jay . u u u u
—• Black-billed Magpie u u u u

Larks
—• Horned  Lark   (i) c c c c
Swallows
—• Purple Martin u c u
—• Bank Swallow c c c
—• Barn Swallow c c c
—• Cliff Swallow c c c

Common  Bird Name SP S F W
—• Northern Rough-winged Swallow u u u

—• Tree Swallow c c c

Titmice and Chickadees
—• Black-capped Chickadee u u u u

Nuthatches
— Red-breasted Nuthatch u u u
—• White-breasted Nuthatch u u u u

Creepe rs
— Brown Creepe r r r r

Wrens
—• House Wren c c c
—• Marsh Wren c c c
—• Sedge Wren c c c
— Winter Wren  r
Kinglets
— Golde n-crow ned King let r r r
— Ruby-c rowned  Kinglet r r r
Thrushes
— Eastern Bluebird r r r
— Mountain Bluebird u u
— Townsend ’s Solitaire r r r
— Veery r r r
— Gray-cheeked Thrush  r r
— Hermit Thrush r r
— Swainson’s Thrush u r u
—• American Robin c c c r

Mim ic Thrus hers
—• Gray Catbird u u u
— Northern Mock ingbird r
—• Brown Thras her c c c

Starl ings
—• European Starling u u u u

Wagtail and  Pipits
— Am erican P ipit u u
—• Sprag ue’s Pipit u u u

Waxwings
— Boh em ian W axw ing  (i) u
—• Ced ar W axw ing  (i) r r r u
Woo d Warb lers
— Am erican R edstart u r u
— Bay-breasted Warbler r r
— Black and W hite Warbler u u
— Blackburnian W arbler r r
— Blackpoll W arbler u r u
— Black-throated Green W arbler r r
— Canada Warbler r r
— Cape May Warbler r r r
— Chestnut-sided W arbler r r
—• Com mon  Yellowthro at c c c
— Connecticut W arbler r r
— MacGillivray’s Warbler r
— Magnolia W arbler r r
— Mourning W arbler r r r
— Nashville Wa rbler r r
— Orange-crown ed W arbler u u
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— Palm W arbler u u
— Tennessee Warbler u r u
— W ilson’s Warbler u r u
—• Yellow Warb ler c c u
— Yellow-rumped W arbler c u r
— Ovenbird u u u
— Northern Waterthrush r r r
— Yellow-breasted Chat r  r

Tanag ers

— Scarlet Tanager r r

Sparrows and Towhees
— Spotted Towhee r r
— American Tree Sparrow c c r
—• Baird’s Sparrow u u u
—• Chipping Sparrow u u u
—• Clay-colored Sparrow c c c
— Field Sparrow u r u
— Fox Sparrow r r
—• Grasshopper Sparrow c c c
— Harris Sparrow u u
—• Henslow’s Sparrow r r r
—• Lark Sparrow r r r
—• Le Contes Sparrow u u u
— Lincoln’s Sparrow u r u
—• Savannah Sparrow c c c
—• Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow u u u
—• Song Sparrow c c c
— Swamp Sparrow u r u
—• Vesper Sparrow u u u
— White-crowned Sparrow u u
— White-throated Sparrow u u
—• Chestnut-collared Longspur c c u
— McCown’s Longspur r r r
— Lapland Longspur c c u
— Smith’s Longspur r r
— Dark-eyed Junco u u u
—• Lark  Bun ting  (i) r c r
— Snow Bunting   (i) u u c

Cardinals, Grosbeaks,  and Allie s
— Rose-breasted Grosbeak r r
— Black-headed Grosbeak r r r
— Blue Grosbeak r r r
— Indigo Bunting r r r
— Lazuli Bunting r r r
—• Dick cissel (i) u u u

Blackbird and Orioles

—• Bobolink c c c

—• Western Meadowlark c c c

—• Brewer’s Blackbird u u u

— Rusty Blackbird r r r

—• Red-winged Blackbird c c c r

—• Yellow-headed Blackbird  c c u

—• Brown-headed Cowbird c c c

—• Comm on Grackle c c c r

Common  Bird Name SP S F W

— Bullock’s  Orio le r r

—• Baltimore Oriole c c c

—• Orchard Oriole u u r

Finches

—• Am erica n Go ldfinc h  (i) c c c u

— House Finch r r r u

— Purple Finch u u u

— Evening Grosbeak r

— Pine Grosbeak (i) r r r

— Red  Cros sbill  (i) r r r r

— Wh ite-w inged  Cros sbill (i) r r r

— Pine  Sisk in  (i) r r u

— Com mo n Re dpo ll  (i) u u

— Hoa ry Redpoll (i) r r

Old Wor ld Sparrow s

—• House Sparrow c c c c

Acciden tals
— NTri-colored Heron (unsuccessful nest attempt in 1978)
— W hite Ib is
— Garganey
— Long-tailed Duck (formerly Oldsquaw)
— Barr ow’s  Gold eneye
— Black Brant
—• Blac k-ne cke d Stilt
— Red Phalarope
— Long-tailed Jaeger
— Northern Cardinal
— Arctic Tern
— Glau cous Gu ll
— Tha yer’s G ull
— Sab ine’s G ull
— Lesser B lack -bac ked  Gull
— Surf Scoter
— Black Scoter
— Phothonotary Warbler
— Red-shouldered Hawk
— Lewis’s Woodpecker
— Violet-green Swallow
— European Co llared-Dove
— Prairie Warbler
— Eastern Meado wlark
— Snowy Plover
— Parasitic Jaeger


