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Kealia Pond is one of the largest lowland wetlands left in 
Hawaii and the largest on Maui. The refuge is valuable 
for its endangered Hawaiian Stilts and Hawaiian Coots, 
providing nesting, feeding and resting habitat. More than 
1,079 Hawaiian Stilts and 584 Hawaiian Coots have 
been observed here at one time.  

This wetland is used by a greater diversity of migratory 
birds than most Hawaiian wetlands, probably due to its 
unique size and diversity of habitats.  As many as 
253 Northern Pintail and 327 Northern Shovelers have 
been counted here in recent times.  However, in the 
1950’s as many as 400 pintails and 638 shovelers were 
counted at Kealia Pond.  

Many different species of shorebirds have used the 
refuge through the years, but usually in low numbers.  
Large numbers occasionally visit, as in the mid-1990s 
when we counted 802 Pacific Golden Plovers. 

Hawaiian coot or ‘Alae ke‘oke‘o Black-crowned night-heron or ‘Auku‘u

Northern Shoveler or Koloa Moha                                        



Common Name Sp S F W
Grebes	 	 	 	
___Pied-billed Grebe ...........................    r r

Shearwaters	 	 	 	
___Wedge-tailed Shearwater .............  r r r r
            (‘Ua‘u Kani)

Frigatebirds	 	 	 	
___Great Frigatebird (‘Iwa)...............  o o o o
___Lesser Frigatebird ........................  r r r r

Boobies	 	 	 	
___Masked Booby (‘A) .....................  r r  

Herons	 	 	 	
___Great Blue Heron ...........................    r r
___Great Egret .....................................    r r
___Snowy Egret ...................................    r r
___*Cattle Egret ..................................  a a a a
___*Black-crowned Night-Heron .....  a a a a
            (‘Auku‘u)

Ibises	 	 	 	
___White-faced Ibis .............................  u u u u

Geese and Ducks	 	 	 	
___Fulvous Whistling-Duck ................    r r
___Tundra Swan ..................................    r r
___Greater White-fronted Goose .........    r r
___Snow Goose ...................................    r r
___Brant ...............................................    r r
___Cackling Goose ..............................    o o
___Canada Goose ................................    r r
___Green-winged Teal .........................    u u
___Mallard ...........................................    c c
___*Mallard/Hawaiian Duck ...............  c c c c
___Hawaiian Duck (Koloa) ..............  r r r r
___Garganey ........................................    r r
___Northern Pintail (Koloa Mapu) ......  c  c c
___Blue-winged Teal ...........................    r r
___Cinnamon Teal ...............................    r r
___Northern Shoveler (Koloa Moha) ..  a  a a
___Gadwall ..........................................    r r
___Eurasian Wigeon ............................    o o
___American Wigeon ..........................    c c
___Canvasback ....................................    r r
___Redhead ..........................................    r r
___Ring-necked Duck .........................    r r
___Tufted Duck ...................................    r r
___Greater Scaup .................................    r r
___Lesser Scaup ..................................    o oSanderling or Hunakai                  ©Tom Dove

Kealia Pond National Wildlife Refuge is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Please stop at 
the office for more information about which areas are 
open to the public.

Key:
a abundant, species which is very numerous
c common, likely to be seen or heard in suitable 

habitat
u uncommon, present but not certain to be seen
o occasional (accidental), seen only a few times 

during a season
r rare, seen at irregular intervals

* birds known or suspected to nest on or near the 
refuge

 endangered species
 indigenous or endemic species

Common Name Sp S F W
Waxbills and Mannikins	 	 	 	
___*Orange-cheeked Waxbill ..............  c c c c
___*Nutmeg Mannikin ........................  c c c c  
..............................................................



Common Name Sp S F W
___Common Goldeneye ......................    r r
___Bufflehead ......................................    o o
___Common Merganser .......................    r r
___Red-breasted Merganser ................    r r

Coots	 	 	 	
___American Coot ...............................    r r
___*Hawaiian Coot (‘Alae ke‘oke‘o) a a a a

Stilts	 	 	 	
___*Hawaiian Stilt (Ae‘o) ................  a a a a
___American avocet ............................    r r

Shorebirds	 	 	 	
___Black-bellied Plover .......................    o o
___Pacific Golden Plover (Kolea) .......  a  a a
___Semipalmated Plover .....................    o o
___Killdeer ..........................................    r r
___Marbled godwit ..............................    r r
___Bristle-thighed Curlew ...................    r r
___Whimbrel .......................................    r r
___Greater Yellowlegs .........................    r r
___Lesser Yellowlegs ..........................    r r
___Spotted Sandpiper ..........................    r r
___Wandering Tattler (‘Ulili) ..............  c c c c
___Wilson’s Phalarope ........................    r r
___Red Phalarope ................................    r r
___Short-billed Dowitcher ...................    o o
___Long-billed Dowitcher ...................    r r
___Common Snipe...............................    r r
___Ruddy Turnstone (‘Akekeke) .........  a  a a
___Red Knot ........................................    r r
___Dunlin ............................................    r r
___Sanderling (Hunakai) .....................  a  a a
___Curlew Sandpiper ...........................    r r
___Semipalmated Sandpiper ...............    r r
___Western Sandpiper .........................    r r
___Least Sandpiper ..............................    r r
___Baird’s Sandpiper ...........................    r r
___Red-necked Stint ............................    r r
___Sharp-tailed Sandpiper ...................    o o
___Pectoral Sandpiper .........................    o o
___Ruff ................................................    r r

Gulls	 	 	 	
___Franklin’s Gull ...............................    o o
___Laughing Gull ................................    o o
___Common Black-headed Gull ..........    r r
___Bonaparte’s Gull ............................    o o
___Ring-billed Gull .............................    o o
___California Gull ...............................    r r

Common Name Sp S F W
___Herring Gull ...................................    r r
___Glaucous-winged Gull ...................    r r

Terns	 	 	 	
___Gull-billed Tern ..............................    r r
___Caspian Tern ..................................    r r
___Common Tern ................................    r r
___Arctic Tern .....................................    r r
___Least Tern .......................................    r r
___Black Tern ......................................    r r
___Brown Noddy (Noio Koha) .........  r r  
___Blue-gray Noddy .........................  r r  

Raptors	 	 	 	
___Osprey ............................................    o o
___Peregrine Falcon ............................    r r
___Northern Harrier .............................    r r

Gallinaceous Birds	 	 	 	
___*Black Francolin ............................  u u u u
___*Gray Francolin .............................  a a a a
___Ring-necked Pheasant ....................  r r r r

Doves	 	 	 	
___Mourning Dove ..............................  o o o o
___*Spotted Dove ................................  a a a a
___Rock Dove .....................................  c c c c
___*Zebra Dove ...................................  c c c c

Owls	 	 	 	
___*Short-eared owl (Pueo) ..............  o o o o
___Barn owl .........................................  o o o o

Mynas	 	 	 	
___*Common Myna ............................  a a a a

White-eyes	 	 	 	
___*Japanese White-eye ......................  c c c c

Mimic Thrushes	 	 	 	
___Northern Mockingbird ...................  o o o o

Cardinals and Sparrows	 	 	 	
___*Northern Cardinal ........................  c c c c
___*Red-crested Cardinal ....................  c c c c
___*House Sparrow .............................  c c c c

Finches	 	 	 	
___*House Finch .................................  c c c c


