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Recovery Team

The Recovery Team’s executive
committee, as well as the chairs of the
working groups, will meet for the first
time June 21-22 in Brinkley, Arkansas to
begin discussing plans for the recovery
effort.

Outreach

Central Arkansas National Wildlife
Refuge Complex Project Leader Dennis
Widner provided a refuge tour and
interview to British Broadcasting
Company (BBC) correspondent Grant
Sonnex. He was also interviewed by
QUIK 99.9 in Searcy, Arkansas.

Service's Section 7 Consultations

The Arkansas Field Office completed its
review of the Army Corps of Engineers’
biological assessment in which the Corps
determined that the Grand Prairie Area
Demonstration Project is not likely to
adversely affect the Ivory-billed
Woodpecker. The Service concurred with
the Corps’ determination provided it
does the following:

1) survey the area within one mile on
each side of the project area for signs
of woodpecker activity (cavities and
bark stripping) prior to continuing

work on the Grand Prairie project;

2) delay construction or halt ongoing
construction and reinitiate

consultation if credible reports of
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nesting or foraging occur within a
mile of the construction site in order
to determine the potential for take
and to determine if any mitigative
actions should be taken to avoid

adverse effects;

3) commit to develop and implement a
long term monitoring plan to evaluate
the effect of water withdrawals on the

floodplain forest; and

4) implement adaptive management
strategies to reduce any identified
adverse effect of withdrawals on the

White River floodplain ecosystem.

The Arkansas Field Office recently
completed two Section 7 consultations on
potential impacts to the Ivory-billed
Woodpecker associated with dredging
and use of disposal sites on the White
River National Wildlife Refuge. In both

pecker

Monday, June 20, 2005

UPDATE

cases, it was determined
that continued dredging
and use of the existing
disposal sites would not
adversely affect the

woodpecker.

Partnership
Coordination

On June 13, the
Service’s Arkansas
Field Office hosted a meeting along with
other partners, including the Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission, Arkansas
Natural Heritage Commission, Arkansas
Forestry Commission, Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Farm
Service Agency, and The Nature
Conservancy to discuss updates on the
status of habitat protection actions;
priority areas for reforestation; and the
types, requirements, and eligibility for
the various programs available for
Ivory-billed Woodpecker conservation.
The Service will develop a matrix
showing how each of these programs

may be used together most effectively.

In addition, a discussion was held on how
to assist private landowners in finding
the program that best meets their needs
while providing opportunities for habitat
protection and restoration efforts to

benefit the woodpecker.




