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Ivory-billed Woodpecker
Recovery starts here...

Sightings: ivorybill@cornell.edu           Recovery information: ivorybill@fws.gov           Website: www.fws.gov/ivorybill/

Kayaker on Cache River NWR
Mark Godfrey/The
Nature Conservancy

Recovery Team
Less than a month after the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and its partners
announced that the Cache River
National Wildlife Refuge is home to the
Ivory-billed Woodpecker, the agency has
named the first members of a range-
wide recovery team
that will craft a
roadmap for the
conservation of this
extraordinary bird.

The Service’s Southeast
Regional Director Sam Hamilton
announced the team’s leaders would
have their initial meeting in Brinkley,
Arkansas, at the end of June.  The team
will include representatives from state
fish and wildlife agencies, conservation
organizations, and universities.

“This recovery team brings together
some of the best minds in ecology,
conservation biology, forestry, and
ornithology, from a wide spectrum of
organizations who can contribute
knowledge and resources toward this
magnificent bird’s comeback,” Hamilton
said. “We likely won’t get a second
chance to do this critical job, and we
need to move effectively and quickly.”

The executive committee will meet in
June, and our goal is to have a completed
recovery plan by Summer 2007. The
recovery effort will cover the bird’s
historic range and will focus on the Big
Woods corridor of Central Arkansas,
Eastern Texas’ Big Thicket, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, southern
Georgia, and the Carolinas.

The recovery team will be led by an
executive committee chaired by Sam
Hamilton. Jon Andrew, chief of the
National Wildlife Refuge System in the

Southeast Region, will be the recovery
team leader and will oversee the team’s
three working groups.

The first two groups are Biology and
Habitat Management and Conservation.
The biology working group will focus on
research, including natural history
investigations, population viability, and
survey techniques. The habitat
management and conservation group
will identify, inventory, and describe
current and potential habitat and
provide recommendations and advice on
forest management. Dr. Ken Rosenberg
from Cornell University’s Lab of
Ornithology will lead the biology
working group. Kenny Ribbeck of the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and Dr. Tom Foti with the
Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission
will lead the habitat management and
conservation working group.

The third is the Corridor of Hope
conservation working group, which is
made up of public and private partners
who will support the recovery planning
effort and focus on land conservation in
the Mississippi Delta of Arkansas. This
team will be led by David Goad, deputy
director of the Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission, and Scott Simon, state
director for The Nature Conservancy in
Arkansas.

Members of the IBW Recovery Team’s
Executive Committee:
Sam D. Hamilton, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Southeast Regional Director in
Atlanta, Georgia

Scott Henderson, Director of Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission

Dr. John Fitzpatrick, Cornell University
Laboratory of Ornithology

Dr. James Tate, Science Advisor to
Interior Secretary Gale Norton

John Bridgeland, president and CEO of
Civic Enterprises

Brig. Gen. Robert Crear, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers

Kirk Duppes, member of the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s board of
directors, and former commissioner with
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

Nancy Delamar, The Nature
Conservancy

George M. Sutton/
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
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Dr. Peter Roussopoulos, director of the
USDA Forest Service Southern
Research Station

Larry Wiseman, president and chief
executive officer of the American Forest
Foundation

The leaders of the recovery team’s
working groups are:
Jon Andrew, recovery team leader and
chief of the Service’s National Wildlife
Refuge System in the Southeast

Dr. Ken Rosenberg, director of
conservation science at Cornell
University’s Lab of Ornithology

Kenny Ribbeck, forestry programs
manager for the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries

Dr. Tom Foti, chief of research with the
Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission

David Goad, deputy director of the
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

Scott Simon, state director for The
Nature Conservancy in Arkansas

Section 7 Consultations
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has
submitted to the Service the Biological
Assessment (BA) concerning potential
impacts to the Ivory-billed Woodpecker
associated with the Grand Prairie
Irrigation Project, which initiates the
formal consultation process as required
under section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act.

Service officials participated in
discussions about the section 7
consultation process for migratory game
bird hunting regulations.

The Arkansas Field office met with the
Corps of Engineers District Engineers
from Little Rock and Memphis to
discuss ways that the Corps can assist in
recovery efforts. Proposals for the

restoration of the lower eight miles of
the Cache River are being discussed.
Several funding and administrative
hurdles still need to be overcome.

The Ivory-billed Woodpecker Continues
to Attract Media Attention
The Service’s Southeast Regional
Director, Sam Hamilton, hosted a tour of
Cache River National Wildlife Refuge
(NWR) for the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram. Cache River NWR manager
Dennis Widner provided the assistant
travel editor for the Dallas Morning
News with a refuge tour. In addition,
NBC Nightly News visited the area this
past week and the British Broadcasting
Corporation will be in Arkansas the
week of June 13.

Record Attendance at Big Woods Birding
Festival
Roughly 2,500 people attended the
Fourth Annual Big Woods Birding
Festival held in Clarendon, Arkansas,
which is triple the average attendance
from the festival’s three previous years.

Outreach
The Louisiana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries sponsored a forest bird
management workshop. Chuck Hunter,
Regional Resource Management
Division Chief for the Service’s
Southeast Region, presented
information on the Ivory-billed
Woodpecker rediscovery and its
implications. There were very high
levels of interest expressed by
participants with extensive discussions
about this species’ potential persistence
in Louisiana.


