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CYPERACEAE
 

Carex lyngbyei (Lyngby's sedge): a monoecious sedge, 2-9 
dm., with erect staminate spikes located above the 
drooping, purplish pistillate spikes. 

Scirpus cernuus ssp. califoroicus (slender club-rush): a 
small annual, 8.5-2 dm., with green, filiform cUlms, 
generally growing in tufts. The solitary brown 
spikelets are each subtended by a single involucral leaf 
appearing as a continuation of the culm. 

Scirpus maritimus (saltmarsh bulrush): a 5-1~ dm. bulrush 
with sharply triangular stems and a capitate 
infloresence subtended by several elongated bracts. 

GRAMINEAE 

peschampsia caespitosa (tUfted hairgrass): densley tufted 
perennial grass, 6-12 dm., with leaves mostly basal and 
with an open panicle. 

Distichlis spicata (saltgrass): a bluish-green perennial 
grass, 2-3 dm., with wiry stems arising from horizontal, 
creeping rootstocks. The stiff, two-ranked leaf blades 
characteristically ascend from the stem at 45-degree
angles. Green spikes appear in early summer, soon 
.drying to straw-brown. Saltgrass is dioecious, with the 
male spike taller than the blades and the thicker female 
spike shorter than or equal to the height of the blades. 
Saltgrass is dormant through the winter. 

Parapholis incurva (curved sea hard-grass): a 
yellowish-green annual grass native to Europe, with 
culms mostly decumbent, but with erect, slender spikes 
that resemble cUlms. Spikelets are embedded in cavities 
of the cylindric, artiCUlate rachis, falling attached to 
the rachis joints. Anthers are e.5-1 mm. long. 

Parapholis strigosa (sea hard-grass): similar to~. 

incurva, also native to Europe, and only recently 
discovered in Humboldt Bay as the first record of the 
species in North America (T.P. Worley pers. comm. 1986). 
~. strigosa is distinguished from~. incurya primarily 
by having larger anthers, 1.5-4 mm. long. 

Spartina densiflora (cordgrass): a coarse grass, 3-18 dm., 
native to Chile, introduced to Humboldt Bay in the 
mid-18e8s. In Humboldt Bay this species was once 
considered a northern ecotype of Spartina foliosa 
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(Pacific cordgrass). The tussocky habit of Spartina 
densiflora is the most striking feature distinguishing
the species from S. foliosa, which grows in 
evenly-spaced culms. In addition, g. densiflora has 
narrower leaves, narrower indurate culms, smaller 
spikelets and often some purplish coloration in its 
stems and spikelets. In Humboldt Bay the cordgrass
blooms around June and continues some degree of 
vegetative growth year-round. ~. foliosa flowers later
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and is dormant over winter (Spicher and Josselyn 1985) • 


