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Hanford Reach National Monument Recordsa First in
| nvasive Species M anagement in Washington State

TheHanford Reach National Monument recently
becamethefirst sitein Washington Stateto rel ease the
Saltcedar |eaf beetle (Dihorabda elongata ssp.
deserticola) asabiologica control agent for Salt Cedar
(Tamarix ramosissima). The beetlereleasewas
accomplisnedin partnershipwiththe U.S. Department
of AgricultureAnimal & Plant Health Inspection Service
(USDA-APHIYS), with assistance from the Grant
County NoxiousWeed Board and the Washington
Department of Fishand Wildlife (\WDFW).
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The Saltcedar leaf beetle

Saltcedar (Tamarix sp.) isaninvasive plant that was
first introduced to the United Statesin the early 1800s.
Itisan aggressive colonizer that now dominatesmany
riparian corridorsinthewestern United States.
Saltcedar hasbeen found in several countiesof
southeastern Washington, and the M onument hasthe
unfortunatedigtinction of having oneof thelarger
infestationsinthestate. Notorioudy difficult to control,
past treatmentsfor thisinvasive haveincluded repeated
herbicideapplication, mechanical treatments, and
prescribed burns. Infestationsonthe Monument are
found aong the ColumbiaRiver and upland onthe
pviitte Biologist Heidi Newsome monitors Wahluke Slope, where pesticiderestrictions, dueto the
g

adjacent fish-bearing waters, servetolimit control
options. Further, much of theareaisdifficult and dangerousto accessduetoit’slocationinan active
landdidearea. Because of the poor access, the M onument hasmainly treated Saltcedar using helicopter
spraying, an expensive method which has not achieved 100% control.
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USDA-APHI S approached the M onument with
theintent to establish asitein Washington State
that could be devel oped asan insectary for the
Saltcedar |eaf beetle. The Monument
enthusiastically agreed to attempt the project and
two siteswere chosen on the M onument that met
areasizeand target plant cover criteria. USDA-
APHISpersonnel set up monitoring stationsto
document the success of the popul ation of bestles,
monitor theimpact to the Saltcedar plants, and
record any changesto the vegetative community.
USFWSwill assist with themonitoring over the
next 3-5years.

Preparing to release the Saltcedar leaf beetles
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One release ste on the Monument

On May 24, 2006, 3,000 adult Diorhabda
beetleswererel eased at each of thetwo
Monument Sites. Thegoal istoestablisha
beetle population that that will serveasa
sourcefor collecting and transporting
beetlestoinfested sitesthroughout
Washington state.



