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April 5, 2006
Safety Day
Cooperative Training for Hanford Reach National Monument,
ColumbiaNWR and Mid-ColumbiaNWR Complex

Birdflu, fires, communications, and vehiclerelated i ssueswere the mai n themes on Wednesday April 5™,
asstaff from Hanford Reach National Monument/Saddle Mountain NWR, Mid-ColumbiaRiver NWR
Complex, and ColumbiaNWR participated inthe 2™ annual Safety Day. Thisannual eventisheldin
conjunction with the Department of Interior’sannual Safety and Health Awareness\Week.

Theevent was held on the banks of the ColumbiaRiver at ColumbiaCity Park in Kennewick, WA. (Just
downstream from wherethe 9,300 year-old remains of Kennewick Man wasdiscovered nearly tenyears
ago.) Thelight rain and overcast skiesdid not dampen the presentationsand discussions.

Safety isthe prime concern at each respective station and isthe responsibility of each employee. Refuge
Operations Specidist/Collatera Duty Safety Officer, Jack Heider, again organized thisyear’smandatory
training event. Safety and health awarenesswasthe overall themefor the session and small employee
groupsrotated through four stations, each designed with an individual safety topic.

ZoneFirefighters, Jerry Vineyard and JJ Coats, again
provided our annual fireextinguisher usetraining.
They provided information on thevariousfire
extinguishersthat may beencountered at eachfield
station. Every employee had to demonstrate the
proper useof afireextinguisher. Firehazardsare
taken very serioudy inthearid shrub-steppe habitat of
the ColumbiaRiver Basin asthey arethegreatest
threat to Refugelands.

ZoneFirefighters, Kurt Thompson and Aaron Bibe,

_ repeated |ast year’ stopic on communication, including
Jerry Vineyard tends the fire for extinguisher training proper uge of portabl & m_ObI le, and baseradios. .
Frequencies, repeater stations, and genera operations
of each typeof radio were covered.
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Vehicleaccidentsareamajor safety risk for al Serviceemployees. Thisyear McNary Refuge Manager,
John Gahr, presented a station where partici pants discussed and practiced the safe operation of vehicles,
trailer towing and proper hookup, securing loads, and other safe vehicle operation topics.

Also new wasadtation to discussavian influenza, itsrisk to public health, and therolemigratory birds
may play inthe spread of thedisease. Station participantslearned what rolethe Servicewill be playing
inthe surveillance and early detection of the HPAI H5N1 virusfrom Mid-ColumbiaRiver NWR
Complex Deputy Project Leader, Dave Linehan. Complex Wildlife Biologist, Howard Browers,
demonstrated safewildlife collection and handling, use of personal protective equipment, and basicfield
hygieneusing hand sanitizerswhen water isunavailable.

Heider reported, “We had almost 40 staff attend thisyear’sevent. \We have been going through some
changeswith the combining/complexing of our respectivestations. Thiswasagood exampleof coming
together for the safety and health of our employees. | received some commentson how well it went,
especially concerning theweather wehad. Again, | couldn’t do thiswithout the help of al of our
presentersand the participation of the staff.”
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?0,'_. P % " combined station safety training event,” exclaimed Deputy Project

.. 2 # '! ‘f “The ColumbiaNWR staff wasthrilled to beinvited tothis
:’ ' Leader, Rick Poetter. “Weall need asmany remindersaswecan

get to be safe and cautiouswhile going about our daily duties.
Heider, asorganizer, and all theinstructors, did an outstanding job
under lessthan desirableweather conditions. Welook forward to
future eventsthat can get our staffstogether. 1t wasgreat totalk
with employeeswe had not met before and thosewe had.”
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Kurt Thompson explaining the fine points of
communications equipment and aquiring signals



