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April 24, 2006
Windy Weather GreetsVisitors
on Rattlesnake Mountain

High windsbattering the summit of Rattlesnake Mountain

presented achallengeto Hanford Reach National M onument g

saff and visitorsduring thefourth annua Rattlesnake Mountain 2
fieldtrip. Theeducational program, acooperativeeffort g
between U.S. Fishand Wildlife Serviceand Kennewick 3
Community Education, featured avisittotheAird Lands g
Ecology Reserve, which hasbeen closed to the public since E
1943. Prior tothefield trip, participants enjoyed an evening N
program featuring the M onument’ snatural and cultural §

resources. Wildlife Biologist Heidi Newsome and Planner Dan Looking west from the 3600 summit
Haaswerejoined by local historian Michele Gerber, covering

topicsranging from biodiversity and shrub-stepperestorationto

Native American traditiona usesto WWII and Cold War eraplutonium production.

Onfieldtrip day, two groupsof 40 each, oneinthemorning and
another inthe afternoon, met at Horn Rapids County Park onthe
YakimaRiver. Visitorsboarded two tour busesand weregiven
specidly designed wildflower identification guidesto themountain.
Haasand Newsomewerejoined by Information and Education
Specidist, Ron Crouse, and Wildlife Biologist, Kevin Goldig, to
serveasguidesandinstructorsfor theday. Refuge Operations
Heidi Newsome uses a bullhorn o Specialist, Jack Heider, wason hand to direct buses, supervise
battle the wind Ssecurity, and retrievewandering visitors.
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Thegroup wasdiversein ages, backgrounds, and goalsfor taking the
class. For some, it wasthe history or biology. For others, apilgrimage
to thetop of aforbidden mountain they had grown up with but never set
foot upon. Highwindson the summit had pushed thewind chill to 17
degreesat 6 am. By thetimewereached the summit, theweather was
brilliant, but windswerein the 35 to 50 miles per hour range. Group
interpretation wasdifficult, resulting in adaptivetechniques. Visitors
enjoyed investigating the a pine-like habitat and the former command
structures, while staff supplied one-on-one and small group education.
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Nearly flying in the strong wind



Back down on themountain’sflanks, we explored shrub-steppe
restoration sitesof bunchgrassand sagebrush seedlingsthat were
planted after the devastating “ 24-Command” wildfire of 2000.
Spring wildflowerswere magnificent, carpeting thed opeswith pink
phlox, bluelupineand yellow balsamroot. Former Nikemissile
silosprovided the perfect backdrop for education sessionson pre-
Hanford history and post-Hanford physics. Haasdeftly interpreted
today’suse of onesilo asaresearch laboratory studyingthe
gravitational quotient, affectionately known asthe“Big G.”

Visgtorsweregraciousand commented favorably onthe program.
Asarequirement for agraduate education class, Crouse prepared
and distributed ashort eval uation survey asking each participant,
o= “Pleasetakeone
Dan Haas makes g‘ ;‘tar:lz ;)f .Iquid mi nUt.etO. tdl USthe
Helium to interpret the “Big G” mostsgnlflcantthlng
youlearnedfromthis
class” Resultsindicated that many visitorsenjoyed learning
about the complexity and difficulty of restoring shrub-steppe
habitat. Otherscommented on never knowing how Rattlesnake
Mountain got itsname. But thefollowing responsewasone
that weall, asan agency, should feel good about. “I learned
that there are professionalswho care and who know what they
aredoing, who aretaking care of theland for us.”
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The cover of the Rattlesnake Mountain Wildflower Guide



