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June 21, 2004  Comprehensive Conservation Plan Reaches Milestone

TheHanford Reach Nationa Monument planning team has
reached amilestonein their two year journey tomeld
together the protection of Monument resources, the
public’sdemand for increased access, and the advice of
local constituentsthat make up our Federa Advisory
Committee, into arange of potential management aterna-
tives. Thefour draft alternativesrangefrom afocuson
restoration effortsto afocusonincreased visitor services.
Thedraft alternativeswere presented to the Federa
Advisory Committee during aworkshop session on June
16and 17. After hearing apresentation by the planning
gtaff outlining the management scenariosof thefour
options, the Committee members hammered out acom-
promisealternativethat fit closely to their viewson how
management of the M onument should proceed over thenext 15 years.

Most agreed that the magjority of facilitiesand devel opment should occur around the perimeter of the
Monument, keeping theinterior inamorenatural stateto maintain asense of solitudefor visitors. The
Committee supported the concept of restructuring management unitsaround resourceswith similar habitats,
thereby allowing previoudy closed landsto be opened to the publicin thefuture. The Committeeagreed
that management control swould be needed to

cal and cultura resources. Theplanningteamis
discussing the Committee' sproposed management
aternativeto determinewhether it will beincluded
asanew management aternativein thedraft

Environmental Impact Statement or whether a
preexisting aternativewill bemodified toincorpo-
ratethe Committee’ sadvice. Government to

government consultation effortswill continueto
solicitinput from thetribes and the State of Wash-
ington. A draft CCP/EISisdueout for final public
review inlatefal of thisyear.
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