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Columbia Basin Refuges Complete Second Year of
L ong-billed Curlew Monitoring Surveys

Annua Long-billed Curlew surveyswere continued during 2006 on
the Hanford Reach National M onument/Saddle M ountain National
Wildlife Refuge (HRNM) and the Mid-ColumbiaRiver Refuges
(MCNWR). Thesurveysareintended to establish base-linedata
for thisspecies. TheLong-billed Curlew iscategorized as* highly
imperiled” intheU.S. Shorebird Conservation Plan duein part to
historic and current population declines, and isaFocal Speciesof
Concernfor theU.S. Fishand Wildlife Service Office of Migratory

R S A Birdsand nationally throughout Bird Conservation Region 9 (Greet
Long-billed Curlew Bas n)_
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Long-hilled Curlewsnest in both shrub steppe habitat, characterized by native grasseswith scattered
shrubs, and informerly disturbed areas (i.e. old agricultural fields) often dominated by cheatgrass. Protect-
ing and managing breeding habitat for thisspeciesisidentified asahigh priority within thedraft Comprehen-
sive Conservation Plans (CCP's) for both the M onument and the Refuges. The surveysare conductedin
the early spring when Long-billed Curlewsaremost “ detectable”’ asthey performtheir aerid territorial
displays. Thebirdsbecomemuch more secretive once nesting begins.

Surveysare compl ete, athough analysishas not yet been conducted to determinelocal breeding population
estimates. For HRNM, atotal of 58 long-billed curlewswere detected. For MCNWR, atotal of 84
Long-billed curlewswere detected with 79 on UmatillaRefugeand 5 on McNary Refuge. Thesewere
much greater numbersthan weredetectedin 2005. Thedetections
increased 4 fold on the M onument and nearly doubled ontheMid-
ColumbiaRefuges. Thismay havebeen duetonormd precipitation
levelsthisyear, compared to severe drought conditions|ast year.
Further analysisand future monitoring surveyswill determineif
these numbers are cause for concern or if these are expected
numbersfor this speciesbased on available habitat. Continuing
these surveys annually will help to define long-billed curlew
abundance and trends on refuges in SE Washington and NE _
Oregon, thus benefitting future management and conservation of wildife Bidlogist Heid Newsome () and

thISSDG:IeS. Biology Technichian Jennifer Meisel scan
the shrub-steppe for the Long-billed Curlew
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