PROVIDING ECOLOGICAL OFEESETS
FOR WIND ENERGY DEVELOPNMEN
INNNORTHCENTRAL KANSAS
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Goals & Strategies

o at least 20,000 acres of grassland bird
habitat restoration, including

e 13,100 acres under permanent conservation
easements

* long-term habitat improvements-
— Prescribed burning
— Tree and shrub removal
— Grazing modifications
— Unwanted fence removal
— Noxious weed control




The Partnership

RTK Is the lead cooperator with the wind
developer

Horizon IS main easement funder
Provides funding for RTK to hire staff
RTK will hold the conservation easements

TNC plays a key role

Other partners for non-mitigation habitat
improvements — US Fish & Wildlife Service, KS
Dept. of Wildlife & Parks, Pheasants Forever,
USDA-NRCS

All landowner participation Is voluntary




The Agreement

«10-yr. iImplementation for easements
«20-yr. monitoring and reporting by RTK
*TNC easement acquisition loan

*TNC and other partners to make in-kind
contributions

*Horizon provides easement acquisition
funds




Outcomes and Benefits

Sets a high standard for ecological responsibility in
wind energy development

Industry formally recognizes ecological ofisets as a
component of wind energy development

EStablishes TNC's and RTK’s first project in the
Smioky Hills region

Strengthens the conservation partnerships between
all parties

Significant improvements in grassland bird habitat




