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Aquaculture Drug Update:




Date:  26 March 2009
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�FDA’s Center for Veterinary Medicine (CVM) Announces First Drug to be Placed in the �Index of Legally Marketed Unapproved New Animal Drugs for Minor Species


Although the Minor Use and Minor Species Animal Health Act of 2004 provides FDA with the authority to place unapproved animal drugs for minor uses or minor species (MUMS) on an Index of legally marketable drugs, it has taken over four years for associated regulations to be written and for a new drug to work its way through the system.  But, we are delighted to say the system DOES work, and the very first drug was recently (19 March 2006) added to the MUMS Index list.  Congratulations to Western Chemical, Inc. (Ferndale, Washington) and CVM’s Office of Minor Use Minor Species.


Western Chemical, Inc. received word that their spawning hormone, OVAPRIM® (salmon gonadotropin releasing hormone analog plus domperidone), may now be legally marketed as a spawning aid for use with ornamental fish broodstock.  Refer to CVM’s Index webpage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.fda.gov/cvm/MUMSIndexList.htm" �http://www.fda.gov/cvm/MUMSIndexList.htm�) and the most recent “CVM Update” (� HYPERLINK "http://www.fda.gov/cvm/NewAnimalDrugIndex.htm" �http://www.fda.gov/cvm/NewAnimalDrugIndex.htm�) for additional information on Ovaprim® or Western’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wchemical.com/OVAPRIM-P66C20.aspx" �http://www.wchemical.com/OVAPRIM-P66C20.aspx�).


Animal drugs that are on the Index carry with them specific conditions for use: (1) they may only be used on non-food fish, (2) they may only be used for the condition(s) identified in the Index, (3) the drug may only be obtained from the manufacturer identified on the Index, and (4) the drug may not be extra-label prescribed by a veterinarian.  
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