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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

BURNED AREA EMERGENCY STABILIZATION & REHABILITATION (BAER) TEAM BEGINS WORK ON THE CANCUN FIRE

The Interagency Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) Team arrived on Sunday, May 12, 2003 to assess the recent Cancun Mountain wildfire.   The BAER Team’s primary mission is to evaluate potential threats to life and property, such as flooding, which could result from the recent wildfire.   The Team’s fire assessments will include review of the overall burn severity, fire suppression impacts (firelines and impacted roads), fire effects, and rehabilitation needs for both cultural and natural resources, and infrastructure.   

Upon completion of this fire assessment, short-term emergency stabilization and rehabilitation measures will be initiated.  The primary objectives are to protect life and property, and to reduce further resource damage that may be caused by flooding as a direct result of the fire.  The Team is focusing on the potential for accelerated erosion and runoff from the loss of vegetation and charred soils.  Fire crews have already begun rehabilitating the handlines and taking down tree hazards.  

Additionally, the BAER Team will prepare an Emergency Stabilization and Rehabilitation Plan.  This Plan will cover the vicinity within and down drainage from the fire area.  

The BAER Team consists of five national team members representing the Bureau of Indian Affairs, National Park Service, and U.S. Forest Service.  Local Regional BIA and Tribal staff augment the national team.  Disciplines represented on this team include:  hydrology, soil science, archeology, environmental compliance, geographic information systems, wildlife biology, forestry, plant biology, and documentation specialist.  The Team is led by Jack James of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

The Team anticipates completion of the fire assessments by midweek and delivery of the Plan to the Agencies by weekend.  
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