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Discover Desert program and Cache In-Trash Out event
next Saturday at Desert National Wildlife Refuge

LAS VEGAS — The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) invites the public to the Desert
National Wildlife Refuge on Saturday, May 19, 2012, for a “Discover Desert” educational
program or a volunteer “Cache In-Trash Out” cleanup of an area on the wildlife refuge. Both
activities involve the use of navigation devices.

The Discover Desert program is for those interested in learning the basics of navigation. From
10 a.m. — 2 p.m. (PDT) next Saturday at Corn Creek, participants will receive instruction in the
use of a compass and a GPS unit to help navigate the desert. The program includes the
opportunity to apply newly-acquired navigation skills to locate and explore the treasures of the
Desert NWR.

Also on May 19, geocachers and non-geocachers alike are welcome to join Service staff and
the Friends of Nevada Wilderness on the Desert NWR for a volunteer cleanup activity. “Cache
In-Trash Out” is an ongoing environmental initiative supported by the worldwide geocaching
community. Those who have not yet experienced geocaching can learn about the rapidly-
growing pursuit while helping to protect the largest national wildlife refuge in the lower 48 states.
The day begins at Corn Creek at 8 a.m., and the event is scheduled to conclude at 1 p.m.

The cleanup will entail removing obsolete water development materials near a spring in the
refuge’s backcountry. Travel to the area will be over rugged, unpaved roads and the Service
recommends that participants drive high-clearance vehicles with good tires. Carpooling from
Corn Creek to the worksite is encouraged to minimize the group’s carbon footprint. Volunteers
are responsible for bringing their own lunches and water, and are asked to register online ahead
of time at www.getoutdoorsnevada.org/eventsignup.htm.
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Since 2002, geocachers have been dedicated to preserving outdoor resources around the
world; combining their passion for finding geocache containers with cleaning up the
environment.

The Desert NWR is approximately 23 miles north of Las Vegas on U.S. Highway 95. Signs on
both the east and west sides of the highway mark the turnoff to the 4-mile gravel road leading to
Corn Creek. The wildlife refuge was established May 20, 1936 for the conservation and
development of wildlife resources, including the desert bighorn sheep. At 1.6 million acres, it is
the largest national wildlife refuge in the continental United States.
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The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and
enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are
both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence,
stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service.
For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov.cno. Connect
with our Facebook page at www.facebook.com /usfwspacificsouthwest, follow our tweets at
http:/itwitter.com/USFWSPacSWest, watch our YouTube Channel at www.youtube.com/usfws and
download photos from our Flickr page at www.flickr.com/photos/usfws_pacificsw/.
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