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New Trail at Desert NWR Opens This Weekend 

LAS VEGAS – The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service invites the public to the Desert National 

Wildlife Refuge (Desert NWR) this Saturday, January 22, 2011, for the official opening of the 

newest trail at Corn Creek. The event is scheduled from 8 a.m. until noon and is free of charge. 

According to Desert NWR Manager Amy Sprunger, the new Birdsong Loop Trail was 

constructed almost entirely by volunteers.  "We had more than 80 people who gave up three 

weekends to help us build this trail," Sprunger said.  "Even though the trail has been in use 

since mid-November, the official opening gives us an opportunity to thank the volunteers upon 

whom we rely so much." 

The festivities begin at 8 a.m. with a bird hike guided by a member of the Red Rock Audubon 

Society. The ribbon cutting ceremony officially opening the Birdsong Loop Trail will take place 

at 9:30 a.m. Fun educational activities will be offered from 10 a.m. until noon.  Those wishing to 

attend are asked to RSVP by contacting Ida Castillo via email to ida_castillo@fws.gov or by 

phone at 702-879-6110. 

"This event is a wonderful opportunity for families to experience Corn Creek, learn more about 

the birds and other animals on the wildlife refuge, and possibly see some of them up close," 

Sprunger added. 

The Desert NWR (www.fws.gov/desertcomplex/desertrange) is located 23 miles north of Las 

Vegas on U.S. Highway 95. A sign on the east side of the highway marks the turnoff to the four-

mile gravel road leading to Corn Creek. The wildlife refuge was established May 20, 1936, for 

the conservation and development of wildlife resources, including the desert bighorn sheep. At 

1.5 million acres, it is the largest national wildlife refuge in the continental United States. 
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The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and 

enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. 

We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our 

scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and 

commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it 

happen, visit www.fws.gov. 
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