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Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge Celebrates 
International Migratory Bird Day 

 
LAS VEGAS – The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and the Red Rock Audubon Society 
(RRAS) are hosting a bird-watching event at the Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) 
next Saturday.  The activity is part of the world-wide celebration of International Migratory Bird 
Day. 
 
The public is encouraged to take advantage of the opportunity to see and learn about the 
numerous migratory bird species that either stay at Pahranagat for the summer or stop to rest 
on the wildlife refuge before continuing their trip northward along the Pacific Flyway. 
 
RRAS is leading a 2-hour bird-watching (birding) walk at Upper Pahranagat Lake on Saturday, 
May 14, 2011.  Participants will meet at the picnic area near the campground at 8 a.m.  RRAS 
members will offer help in locating and identifying the scores of migratory birds usually found at 
the Pahranagat NWR.  Everyone is reminded to bring binoculars, a camera, water, sunscreen, a 
hat, and suitable footwear. 
 
International Migratory Bird Day (www.birdday.org) was initiated by the Smithsonian Migratory 
Bird Center.  The center is dedicated to fostering greater understanding, appreciation, and 
protection of the phenomenon of bird migration.  Coordination of the celebration at the 
international level was turned over to the Service and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
in 1995. 
 
Pahranagat NWR plays host to at least 230 species of birds.  Birders might spot a great blue 
heron on its nest and possibly some Canada geese. 
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The Pahranagat NWR (www.fws.gov/desertcomplex/pahranagat) was established on August 
16, 1963 to provide habitat for migratory birds, especially waterfowl.  The wildlife refuge is 
located approximately 90 miles north of Las Vegas on U.S. 93 in Lincoln County, Nevada.  
Situated along the Pacific Flyway, Pahranagat's 5,380 acres contain lakes and marshes — a 
rare sight in this part of Nevada.  
 
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our 
scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and 
commitment to public service.  For more information on our work and the people who make it 
happen, visit www.fws.gov. 
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